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POST-SCRIPT 
 

Lance Bombardier Dai T Davies, 206 A/A Battery?, Royal Artillery 
 

Some of the Pals Dai met up with whilst in captivity or on the run: 

1 Driver/Gunner Douglas Arthur, 106th Lancashire Hussars, RHA 
 

Taken from Douglas’s Archive Folder 
 

              
 

              
   

Dougie Arthur – fellow PoW at Stadl and Murau 
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2 Driver Joe Burke, RASC 

 
 

Joe at Szigetvar Castle, Hungary in 1944 after failed escape attempt & returning in 2002 
(note round tower as in Dai’s “Post-Greece” group photo here) 

 
 
 

Archivist’s Note:  Joe and Dai were reunited through the Brotherhood of Veterans of the Greek 
Campaigns in 2013. 
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3 ‘Captain’ Roy Natusch, 2NZEF 
 
SYDNEY MORNING HERALD OBITUARY 
 
APRIL 25 2009 
 
Master of escape and last link with infamous event 

• Paul London 

 

ROY SPENCER NATUSCH 
SOLDIER, FARMER 
16-7-1918 — 24-3-2009 

          

 

ROY Natusch, the last antipodean linked with events that led up to the mysterious disappearance behind 
the Iron Curtain of Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallenberg and RAF warrant officer Reginald Barratt, has 
died in New Zealand. He was 90. 

Natusch, a master of disguise and escape who fooled his Italian and German captors in making nine hair-
raising escapes from captivity in World War II, inspired nine authors to include his clandestine activities in 
12 books. 

During the Cold War years the Sunday Pictorial, a British tabloid, revealed Natusch to be the elusive 
"Double Dutchman", a reference to his guise as a Dutch officer that fooled even the Gestapo. 
He was part of a group of escaped prisoners of war and others involved in helping the Allied intelligence 
network at Szigetvar, in southern Hungary. He was with Barratt, trying to make contact with the Hungarian 
Resistance, when they became separated. Later Barratt and Wallenberg were taken into custody by 
Soviet forces in December 1944 and January 1945 respectively. Neither saw freedom again. 

Wallenberg, who saved the lives of thousands of Jews by helping with false identity papers and safe 
houses, became an international cause celebre after his disappearance. Intrigue continues to surround 
what happened to him (and Barratt) after they were transported to Moscow, as conflicting reports mired 
their fate. These varied from Wallenberg dying of a heart attack in 1947, to being shot or poisoned by 
Stalin's secret police, or being sent to a gulag. 

Natusch and Barratt first met at Szigetvar after the New Zealander had assumed for himself the rank of 
"captain" on his seventh escape, from a camp in Austria. As an officer, he expected better treatment if 
recaptured when he reached Budapest in late 1943. 
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Natusch was born at Havelock North, studied architecture and trialled for the All Blacks in 1939. After 
World War II began, he sailed as a New Zealand soldier to the Middle East. In April 1941, he was among 
members of the Anglo-Anzac force left behind on the beaches of Kalamata in southern Greece. He 
teamed up with Australian sergeant Johnny Sachs and they headed north for Athens. For eight months 
the pair roamed the Peloponnese peninsula, living off the generosity of patriotic Greeks, before their 
expanded group was captured by Italian troops when the engine of their boat stopped. 

After several escape attempts and four months of interrogation, Natusch persuaded his captives he was a 
straggler from the battle of Kalamata and was sent to an Italian POW camp. 

When the boat carrying him reached the port of Patros, he jumped overboard but was recaptured and 
sent to Bari, where he was assigned to camp PG57 at Grupignano. There he joined Australian airman Eric 
Canning and his enterprising troupe of 17 tunnellers digging their way under the wire. His 14 days of 
freedom ended abruptly when he walked into the arms of two Italian Carabiniere. 

The Italians branded him a troublemaker and sent him to a German POW camp in Austria. While on a 
work farm near the Hungarian border, he and Welsh sergeant Dai Davies escaped into Hungary. There 
they met up with a Resistance group led by South African lieutenant-colonel Charles Howie, another 
escaped POW. By the end of their meeting it was decided that "Captain" Natusch would take command of 
a group of unrestrained POW's living on the estate of Count Mihaly Andrassy at Szigetvar. 

Natusch was with a group of Dutch officers at a dinner hosted by a Hungarian banker when they were 
arrested in an SS raid. During their capture, Dutch lieutenant Frank Brackel coached Natusch to take the 
place of their missing comrade, Lieutenant Eddie van Hootegem (later chief of staff of Dutch forces). So 
good was the tuition that on two occasions Natusch fooled Gestapo interrogators that he was indeed a 
Dutchman — which included a fictitious tale as to why he couldn't speak Dutch. 

His interrogators even told him they were looking for a notorious New Zealand captain Roy Natusch, 
before sending him to a Dutch POW camp. In transit, Natusch jumped from a train, was injured, and again 
recaptured and hospitalised at Bratislava. While convalescing, much to his surprise he saw for the first 
time German experimental jet aircraft operating from a nearby airfield. 

Returned to a Dutch camp, he was in a pickle when he couldn't give the Germans his wife's address. But 
with the timely intervention of a senior Dutch officer and a sympathetic German commandant, Natusch 
was sent off to a British camp, where a plan was hatched to warn him of any impending visit by the 
Gestapo; he was to take on the persona of his friend Henry Lowenstein, an interned Palestinian. 

When the Gestapo arrived, Natusch again managed to escape. He walked south through Hungary and 
then Yugoslavia. He finally arrived at Semic, from where he was flown out by one of Tito's supply aircraft 
and taken to liberated Bari. His 3½-year European adventure, which included nine escapes, finally was 
over. 

Then it was on to Cairo, where his debriefing became so complicated that the disbelieving intelligence 
team leader, Major James Klugmann, placed Natusch under camp arrest and had him returned to New 
Zealand, saying he was physiologically disturbed. 

Recently declassified files provide evidence that Klugmann, a close associate of the infamous British 
traitors known as the Cambridge Five, was a Soviet mole. Natusch was another victim of Klugmann's 
misguided loyalties. 

In 1947, Natusch married Molly Triggs (nee Stewart), and took up farming. He is survived by his children 
David, Anna and Michael. 
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Post-War Photographs from Dai’s Book 
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Carmarthen Newspaper Report: 

 

Pensioner's return to prisoner of war camp, seventy years later 

•  

• 06:12, 10 NOV 2013 

• BY RACHAEL MISSTEAR 
 
WWII veteran opens up on his extraordinary war story in S4C documentary. Facing the return the sites of 
former prison camps where, amongst the horrors of the conflict, his bravery and a desire for freedom were 
born 
 
For nearly seventy years, DT Davies has kept the cruelty, suffering and misery he witnessed in Nazi 
prisoner of war and concentration camps to himself. 
 
The WWII veteran felt that continually reliving the dark years of his time in captivity would only prevent 
him living a normal life. 
 
Yet now, at 95 years old, with his family showing increasing interest in his story, the Carmarthenshire 
pensioner has opened up on his extraordinary war story. 
 
For Mr Davies, from Dryslwyn, this time of year reminds him of the deaths he witnessed during his time as 
a soldier and harsh reality of war. 
 
He was among the many soldiers captured by the Nazis during the battle of Crete in 1941 and transported 
by cattle truck to Austria where he spent years in various prison camps, including the infamous Stalag 
18A. 
 
Thousands of young men from Britain, Australia and New Zealand had been sent to Greece in 1941 to 
fight a battle they had no chance of winning. 
 
Many were then left behind and had to endure four long years as prisoners of war. They survived this 
ordeal by a mixture of fortitude, ingenuity and a certain sense of humour. 
 
Mr Davies spent much of his time planning escapes and attempted several before eventually succeeding 
and crossing the border into Hungary. 
 
He was recaptured and sent to Sajmište (sic) concentration camp on the outskirts of Belgrade, where 
20,000 people are thought to have died during the war. 
 
He escaped for a final time and managed to join up with the Partisans who were battling the Nazis in 
Yugoslavia. 

 
 

Allied prisoners of war during WWII 

http://www.walesonline.co.uk/authors/rachael-misstear/
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 He was eventually sent home in 1944 but has shared very little of this history with his wife Beti - who he 
married nine years after the war - and his four children: Michael, Graham, Andrew and Ann. 
 
Now, at 95 years of age, and as his sons showed increasing interest in his past, he felt it was time to open 
up about that dark period in his life. 
 

 
 

DT Davies pictured today 
 

“You want to forget it, because if you can’t forget it, it will impair the rest of your life. It would make things 
very difficult for you. But you can’t ever forget everything. 
 
“I thought to myself, ‘I need freedom — I don’t want to be a prisoner’, and that’s what drove me to keep on 
going.” 
Having made the decision to revisit his past, with the help of S4C, he took his three sons with him to 
Austria and the sites of the prison camps which once held him. The emotional journey sees him recall his 
story like never before, detailing his time in captivity and on the run. 
 
S4C Producer Ioan Wyn Evans, who filmed Mr Davies’ journey for a documentary on S4C this evening 
said that it was the first time the former soldier had returned to Austria since he was imprisoned there. 
He said: “DT Davies’ story is driven by the desire to be free. I was amazed at his determination and 
bravery as a young man who was only in his early twenties at the time. It would have been easy for him to 
remain prisoner for the rest of the war - if it wasn’t for his overwhelming desire to be free. I think this 
journey was harder than it appeared for him. 
 
“In a way, the programme takes him full circle by taking him back to the places that were once so familiar 
to him. It’s obvious that his sons have always respected their father and the respect only deepened as 
they came to understand the reality of his experiences — we could almost touch them. 
 
“They feel that their father’s experience has shaped their lives and the way they were brought up: the 
emphasis he put on freedom and the basic human right we all have to be free – we should make the most 
of it.” 
 
You can see Mr Davies’s return to Austria on Rhyfel DT Davies: Heb Ryddid, Heb Ddim, on S4C at 
8.45pm. 
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From the Carmarthen Journal: 

Community leader and Second World War veteran D T Davies awarded honorary 
fellowship 

By LeeMacGregor  |  Posted: July 23, 2014 

 
 

David Tom Davies OBE 
 

SECOND World War veteran and leading Carmarthenshire figure David Tom Davies OBE has been 
awarded an Honorary Fellowship from the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. 

David Tom Davies, aged 96, attended Llandeilo Grammar School until 1934. 

In 1939, he was conscripted into the Royal Artillery and although he was told he would only serve for six 
months, he served for six years. 

During this period, Mr Davies was taken prisoner of war at the Battle of Crete 1941. He escaped five 
times, eventually reaching Yugoslavia and joining the partisans. He was then invalided out to Italy and 
sent back to Britain where he was awarded a Military Medal. On his return, he was sent to the Royal 
Technical College, Glasgow and was eventually discharged in 1946. 

http://www.carmarthenjournal.co.uk/people/LeeMacGregor/profile.html
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