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One of Australia's oldest surviving Anzacs from Battle of Crete is honoured 

  

•  
Anna Patty 
  
When he thinks of his first time in Greece, one of Australia's oldest surviving Anzacs, Alf Carpenter, has a 
clear memory of hundreds of parachutes falling from the sky and the hospitality of the people he fought to 
save in Crete. 

 
 

    Alf Carpenter, 98, one of the last remaining Anzacs. He fought in the battle of Crete in 1941 
Photo: Simone De Peak 

 

While the Battle of Crete in 1941 may not be as well remembered by Australians as the Gallipoli campaign 25 
years earlier, it is a time in history the Greeks will never forget. 

In honour of Australia's contribution to that battle, the Greek diaspora will honour Mr Carpenter, now aged 98, 
as part of its commemorative ceremony in Sydney on Wednesday to mark Hellenic national Oxi Day. Oxi is 
the Greek word for "No" which was the answer Greece firmly gave to the Italians on October 28, 1940, in 
response to their request for free passage through Greece. 
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Private Alf Carpenter 
 

Nick Andriotakis from the Joint Committee for the Commemoration of the Battle of Crete and the Greek 
Campaign, said Greek troops pushed Mussolini's Italian forces back over the Greek border into Albania before 
the Nazis later invaded. 

"As a result of the Germans coming down, Churchill sent in the English, Australian, New Zealand and other 
Commonwealth forces into Greece to defend the country against the Nazis," Mr Andriotakis said. "These were 
the second generation of Anzacs. 

"Six hundred and forty six Australians were killed during that battle and are lying in Greece." 

Strong bonds developed between the Australians and Greeks who fed, clothed and protected them. Mr 
Andriotakis said this often put the Greeks in danger of retribution from the Nazis. 

 
 

Alf Carpenter with a Polish soldier (right) in 1940 
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Mr Carpenter, of Newcastle, who has outlived two sons and a wife, will travel to Sydney on the train for the 
commemoration ceremony. He says his most vivid memory of the 1941 battle was watching Nazi soldiers 
falling from the sky above the airport in Crete's city of Heraklion. 

"I can also remember what wonderful people the Cretans were," he said. 

 
 

Corporal Catley, Alf Carpenter and Private Jim Staples in 1940 
 

"I hope to get back to Crete for the 75th anniversary of the battle next year if I'm healthy enough. 
The problem is no one wants to give you travel insurance at my age. I don't blame them really." 

Mr Carpenter enlisted in the second Australian Imperial Force in 1939 and left Australia to go to war just a 
month after he married his wife Marjorie in 1940.  He fought in Bardia and Tobruk before being sent to 
Greece.  He suffered a head wound in the battle in Heraklion and later fought in Syria. He then returned to 
home to defend Australia against the Japanese. 
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