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Cover Photograph Legends 

Left: Listening into the news in Crete, May 1941, Private Syd Grant Collection; Centre: Private Sydney 

Carney Grant in uniform, [c. 1939-45], Private Syd Grant Collection; Right: Thinking of home and 

writing a few lines in a cafe Tel Aviv during a day's leave after Greece. This cafe is right on the beach 

and just nearby is an orchestra, they play any tune you want. I’m sure you would enjoy it. Love, Tel 

Aviv, [British Mandate] Palestine, [1941], Private Syd Grant Collection  



Private Syd Grant’s Photographic Collection – November 2016 Page 3 
 

Acknowledgement 

I would like to acknowledge the assistance and encouragement of Syd Grant’s daughter, Catherine 

Bell, in preparing this overview booklet.  

Catherine has not only provided access to Syd’s archive but also been an invaluable source of 

information about her father’s story. Without Catherine I would have been unable to begin to tell this 

fascinating story. I would like to thank her for her excellent editorial commentary on my draft text and 

her patience in scanning so many of Syd’s excellent photographs. Of course, any errors and omissions 

are my own responsibility. It has been a pleasure and honor to meet and share Catherine’s 

recollections. 

Finally I would also like to thank Catherine and the extended Grant family for their decision to donate 

their father’s photographic and other memorabilia collection to the people of Victoria – the State 

Library of Victoria – where it will be preserved and made accessible to all as the unique record of an 

important part of Australia’s role in the Second World War. A fitting memorial in this, the 75th 

anniversary of the Greek campaign, where Catherine’s father saw service. 

Jim Claven, MA 

Oakleigh, November 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Private Syd Grant’s Photographic Collection – November 2016 Page 4 
 

  



Private Syd Grant’s Photographic Collection – November 2016 Page 5 
 

CONTENTS 

 

Acknowledgement 

1. Introduction 

2.  Private Syd Grant and his War – A Short Biography 

3. Donation of Unique Greek Campaign Memorabilia to the State Library of 

Victoria - State Library Donation Media Report – Published in Neos Kosmos, 10th 

& 14th November 2016 

4.  On the road to Trachila with Private Syd Grant – Article by Jim Claven – 

Published in Neos Kosmos, 4th June 2016 

5.  The Syd Grant Photographic Collection – An Overview 

6. Private Syd Grant’s Photographic Collection – A Selection 

6.1 Portrait 

6.2 To Greece 

6.3  Greece 

6.4 Crete 

6.5 Crete to Egypt 

6.6 Egypt 

6.7 Other Middle East – Palestine, Lebanon and Syria 

 

  



Private Syd Grant’s Photographic Collection – November 2016 Page 6 
 

  



Private Syd Grant’s Photographic Collection – November 2016 Page 7 
 

1.  Introduction 

This document provides a brief overview of the war service of Private Sydney (known as Syd) Carney 

Grant and his unique photographic collection.  

Syd served mostly with the 2/8th Battalion in the Second World War. His service would see him serve 

across the Middle East and Greece. Syd returned to Australia in March 1942 and was discharged in 

1944.  

His photographic collection comprises 320 individual photographs taken by Syd recording his war 

service – from his enlistment to his service overseas and eventual return to Australia. We see his early 

days of training at Puckapunyal, his voyage from Australia, his service in the Middle East and Greece, 

and his return to Australia. With these images Syd would record the life of a soldier preparing for war, 

on campaign and during periods of leave. His collection includes many photographs of the battlefields 

across Libya, including Bardia, Tobruk and Benghazi. He also photographed his visits to the various 

historical sites across the Middle East, such as Jerusalem’s religious sites, Tel Aviv’s beaches, the 

deserts of Beersheba, the Pyramids of Egypt and the ruins of Baalbek – to name just a few. 

Syd’s collection also records important aspects of the ill-fated Greek and Crete campaign in 1941. Due 

to the rapid advance of the enemy, there are not many photographs of this campaign. Syd’s collection 

is a welcome addition to public archive of the Greek campaign. His collection includes a unique 

sequence of photographs documenting a German aerial bombardment of a town in central Greece as 

well as Allied troops in Kalamata, on the Mani peninsula and on Crete. At Kalamata, Syd would record 

groups of Allied soldiers and local residents. On the Mani, he recorded the village of Trachila (modern 

day Trahila) and its villagers who aided his escape. A series of photographs record his voyage from the 

mainland. One photograph is a rare photograph of a number of Jewish soldiers of the Palestine 

Pioneer Corps who had escaped capture by the Germans. 

This collection, along with various other related items of memorabilia (including audio recordings of 

his memoirs and transcripts of these made by his daughter, Ms Catherine Bell) has been donated to 

the State Library of Victoria by his family. 

Below is a brief outline of Syd’s war as well as a descriptive overview of the photographic collection. 

To give an indication of the quality of the photographic collection, a selection of Syd’s photographs is 

also attached below – reproducing some of Syd’s unique photographs of Greece, Crete and the Middle 

East. 
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2.  Private Syd Grant and his War 

Horsham-born Syd Grant was nearly 23 years old when he volunteered to join the Second Australian 

Imperial Force (2nd AIF) in December 1939.1 He enlisted at the Horsham Drill along with two of his 

mates, Evan Watson and Jack Walliss. Syd enlisted as Private VX6699 and served with the 2/8th 

Battalion, 6th Division Ammunition Company, serving alongside his mates Evan and Jack. His two 

mates would come to feature in Syd’s photographic collection of the war. 

At the time he enlisted Syd was working as Wool Classer. Syd was the younger son of Mr. and Mrs. 

Reginald Grant of 20 Pynsent Street, Horsham. He was one of four children – he had an older brother 

Jim and two sisters, Margaret and Ruth.  

The Battalion had many recruits from Victoria’s Western District and in particular Ballarat. After the 

war, the Battalion’s Colours would be presented to the City of Ballarat and are displayed in the Council 

Chambers to this day. 

The Battalion was formed at the Melbourne Showground’s in September 1939 and Syd would train 

with the rest of the unit at the Puckapunyal Army Camp near Seymour in Victoria. By the beginning of 

1940, the Battalion consisted of 29 officers and 613 other ranks, including Syd. It was here that Syd 

began his photographic collection, recording the unit in training. 

After leaving Puckapunyal early on the morning of 14th April 1940, Syd and the Battalion embarked 

from Port Melbourne on the HMT Dunera at 3.50pm with many friends and relatives waving them off. 

Middle East – May 1940 – March 1941 

He arrived at El Kantarra, the Egyptian Port on the Suez Canal on 18th May 1940 and began nearly 

twelve months in training camps in the Middle East, across Egypt and Palestine. His photographic 

collection records the life of the Battalion’s training camps, as well as periods of leave when they 

would visit the sights of Palestine and Egypt – Jerusalem and its Holy places, Tel Aviv and Gaza with 

their beaches and Soldier’s Clubs, the deserts of Beersheba where the first Anzacs had fought in the 

First World War and the Pyramids of Egypt where they had camped. 

                                                             
1 This article has been prepared drawing on a number of sources. I have been able to discuss Syd’s story with his daughter, Ms Catherine 

Bell, and access the personal correspondence of and a memoir recorded by Private Sydney Carney Grant which was transcribed Ms Bell. 
This transcript is entitled Private Sydney Carney Grant, Kalamata Evacuation and Escape from Trachila Greece April/May 1941 (recorded 
c1977), which is subsequently referred to as the Syd Grant’s Memoir. The following military archives have been consulted - the Service 
Record File of Private Sydney Carney Grant held in the National Archives of Australia; the 2/6th Battalion Unit Diaries for February to 
June 1941 & the 2/8

th
 Battalion Unit Diaries for March-July 1941, AWM. Other references consulted include “Horsham young man’s leg 

amputated”, Horsham Times, 28
th

 October 1941, page 1; the 2/8th Battalion history (Arthur Bentley, The Second Eighth: History of the 
2/8th Infantry Battalion, 1984), A. L. Ward, Leading Torpedo Operator HMS Hero, “ Operation Demon”,  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/39/a7379139.shtml; Gavin Long, Greece, Crete and Syria, Australian War 
Memorial, Canberra, 1953; Peter Carlton, Cruiser; Heinemann, 2011; Peter Ewer, Forgotten Anzacs: The Campaign in Greece 1941, 
Scribe, 2008. 
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Syd and the Battalion then took part in the early phase of the campaign in North Africa which saw the 

Allies defeat the Italian invasion and capture Bardia, Tobruk and Derna from 1940 to early 1941 – 

great victories for the men of the 2nd AIF. Amongst Syd’s photographs are panoramas of Tobruk 

harbor, the smiling faces of Italian POW officers and the defaced memorials to Mussolini’s failed 

empire in the Middle East. 

Greek Campaign - March-April 1941 

Syd then sailed with the 2/8th from Alexandria to Greece on 11th March 1941. After arriving in 

Greece, Syd and his unit were camped near Glyfada (near Athens). Like many Anzacs, Syd enjoyed a 

brief period of leave in Athens and remembered the friendliness and hospitality of the locals. As his 

unit moved north to prepare to meet the enemy in northern Greece, Syd again recorded the welcome 

of the Greek people.  

Writing home from the Middle East after the campaign, Syd wrote of visits to the former Olympic 

Stadium and the Acropolis. He wrote of the evzones and their distinctive dress, commenting that his 

parents back home would know it from the Greek Appeal Days held in Australia. 2 He wrote of enjoying 

the local Greek beer called Fix and the diggers buying Greek soldiers a drink as the Australians were 

paid double that of the Greek soldiers! -  “and inside a week, we had drunk Athens out of beer, when I 

say we [I mean] the Australians.” 3  And he wrote of the natural beauty of the local Greek girls, 

mentioning that some diggers even got married! Even Syd thought he might propose to one and bring 

her home to Australia! 4 As he wrote: 

“We had a marvelous time when on leave [in Greece], the people couldn’t do enough for us and 

we appreciated it…. The city of Athens is a beautiful place, nice and clean, modern shops, 

trams, buses, the people very cheerful under the circumstances …It was a lovely country and 

some day I hope to return to it. We were camped right near the sea about 8 miles out of 

Athens, everything lovely and green wild flowers lovely homes and just over the road the blue 

sea …”5 

One of the things that Syd wrote home about was the lack of fish and chip shops in Greece! As he 

wrote: 

“You would think we would live on fish and chips [in Greece] but that wasn’t the case. The 

whole time I was there [in Greece] I never saw a shop to buy any in.”6 

                                                             
2
 Private Syd Grant, Letter, dated 28 May 1941, Syd Grant Collection 

3
 Private Syd Grant, Letter, dated 28 May 1941, Syd Grant Collection 

4
 Private Syd Grant, Letter, dated 28 May 1941, Syd Grant Collection 

5
 Private Syd Grant, Letter, dated 28 May 1941, Syd Grant Collection 

6
 Private Syd Grant, Letter, dated 28 May 1941, Syd Grant Collection 
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His anticipation of finding some was no doubt due to his memories of the local Greek fish and chip 

shop owner in Horsham, one Sam Phillips.7 He was obviously so taken by the association that he even 

referred to Greece as “fish and chip land”! 8 And his attraction to one of the local Athenian women led 

him to write to his mother of his intention to bring her home to set up – a fish and chip shop! 9 After 

the end of the Greek campaign Syd wrote of his affection for the Greek people – “Sam Philips’ brothers 

and sisters” as he would write - that they “gave us a wonderful time by far the best we have had.”10 

As his unit moved north to prepare to meet the enemy in northern Greece, Syd again recorded the 

welcome of the Greek people. He wrote home later that women and children cheered and waved as 

they passed through their villages, girls throwing flowers and blowing kisses. Villagers shared their 

homemade food with the diggers – wheat meal bread, goat’s milk cheese and eggs. 11 As they made 

camp in northern Macedonia, Syd wrote of the villagers selling the diggers bread and eggs, and how 

he enjoyed a glass of ouzo – “the national drink … white coloured and tastes of peppermint” – on the 

occasional visit to local village inns. 12 

The German invasion began on the 6th April. The 2/8th had advanced as far north as Veria before being 

withdrawn to the defence line being established across the pass at Vevi. The battle here over the 9th-

12th April would Australian soldiers had fight German soldiers for the first time since 1918. Syd and the 

2/8th Battalion played a central role in this important initial confrontation of the Greek campaign on 

the mainland, along with other Anzac, British and Greek units. Syd and his comrades would succeed in 

holding up the German advance for three days. 

The 2/8th was badly mauled at Vevi and sustained heavy casualties. After the battle in early April, 

from nearly 650 officers and men who landed in Greece, there were barely 250 weary men at muster, 

including Syd.13 Over the next few days as stragglers made their way to the battalion it would rise to 

308 men.14 

The Greek campaign would be defined by a series of short defensive actions, followed by withdrawals 

under sustained enemy air attacks, as the Allies fell back in the face of a determined and technically 

superior force. 

Syd’s war in Greece would see him fall back through Kozani and Servia Pass, through Elassona and 

Larissa, Domokos and Lamia, to Brallos Pass, Levadia and the Corinth Canal. After its mauling at Vevi 

the remains of the battalion would form reserves at the rearguard actions along the way – at Servia 

                                                             
7
 Syd Grant Memoir, Syd Grant Collection. 

8
 Private Syd Grant, Letter, dated 15 May 1941, Syd Grant Collection  

9
 Private Syd Grant, Letter, dated 28 May 1941, Syd Grant Collection 

10
 Private Syd Grant, Letter, dated 6 May 1941, Syd Grant Collection 

11
 Private Syd Grant, Letter, dated 30 May 1941, Syd Grant Collection 

12
 Private Syd Grant, Letter, dated 30 May 1941, Syd Grant Collection 

13
 Gavin Long, Greece, Crete and Syria, Australian War Memorial, Canberra, 1953, p. 62 

14
 Gavin Long, Greece, Crete and Syria, Australian War Memorial, Canberra, 1953, p. 75-76 
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Pass (13th-15th April), Domokos Pass (17th-18th April) and Brallos Pass (19th-20th April)15 As the orders to 

evacuate Greece were given, Syd and the remains of 2/8th Battalion were directed to make their way 

to the port of Kalamata on the Peloponnese.  

Crossing the Corinth Canal, Syd noted its having been begun by the Romans. As they marched south, 

Syd wrote later of how the locals would give the retreating soldiers rye bread and water as they 

passed and how women would carry the soldiers’ packs until someone else in another village would 

take their place.16  He would write home later of this support: 

“I think the world of them [the Greek people] for this spirit. And the way they treated us risking 

their own lives to do so.” 17 

As they finally arrived in Kalamata Syd and his unit marched through the streets of the city and 

camped under the olive and citrus trees to the east of the town, above the beach. These gave them 

some protection from the constant German daylight air attacks as they awaited orders for their 

evacuation. In the meantime, Syd recalled being ordered to destroy equipment that could not be 

evacuated. Here Syd photographed groups of Allied soldiers and the local civilians. 

On the early hours of the 27th April some 8,650 Allied troops were evacuated in the largest single 

evacuation effort of the campaign on the mainland. Amongst those evacuated were 23 officers and 

440 men of 2/8th battalion – but Syd was not among them.  

After the convoy departed, Syd and the others awaiting embarkation returned in vain to their 

allocated assembly positions on the night of the 27th April but no ships came. By this stage, Syd was 

one of 8,500 Allied troops remained at Kalamata – including Australians, British, Indian, Greek, Cypriot, 

Jewish and Yugoslav soldiers. 

The next day – the 28th April – would see what became known as the battle of Kalamata waterfront 

engulf the harbor and effectively end the evacuations from the city. Although the Allied troops – led 

by Victorian Captain Albert Gray and New Zealander Sergeant Jack Hinton – would overcome the 

German attackers and re-capture the harbor by late evening, 1819 the conflict disrupted the planned 

Allied evacuation for that night. Only three warships braved the harbor and managed to take off more 

wounded and over 300 troops in the early hours of the 29th April.20 Again, Syd was not one of them. 

                                                             
15

 Gavin Long, Greece, Crete and Syria, Australian War Memorial, Canberra, 1953, p. 75-76, 111, 140-141, 155, 157, 158. 
16

 Private Syd Grant, Letter, dated 30 May 1941, Syd Grant Collection 
17

 Private Syd Grant, Letter, dated 30 May 1941, Syd Grant Collection 
18

 Gavin Long, Greece, Crete and Syria, p. 180 
19

 Peter Carlton, Cruiser, p, 258. 
20

 Recollection of Private Max Wood in Entry for 27
th

 April 1941, “Report of Escape of British Troops from Greece by Battalion HQ 2/6 
Battalion, VX 3459 Private Wood” in 2/6

th
 Battalion Unit Diary for February to June 1941, AWM; Gavin Long, Greece, Crete and Syria, p. 

180. 
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Syd first tried to escape capture by swimming out to sea in pursuit of lights out in the bay. A good 

swimmer he was confident of reaching the ships he thought were there. And indeed there were ships 

there – three Allied destroyers ordered back to Kalamata by the Allied Admiral Cunningham to see if 

any other troops could be evacuated.21 But he soon realized they were too far distant. As he returned 

to the shore, he noticed other soldiers drowning as they tired. 22 

Returning to shore, Syd was captured and sent to the former Allied rest area that was now an 

enclosure for the Allied prisoners at Kalamata. Before too long – possibly even during the night of 28th 

April - Syd had escaped from the enclosure heading eastward on foot along the coast. By the 30th April 

had reached the village of Trachila, 40-50 miles to the south east of Kalamata.  

Syd and the other Allied soldiers there were welcomed by the local villagers who hid them in an old 

building to the north of the village. Women would come from the village below and feed the starving 

soldiers. Syd took a number of unique photographs recording his time at Trachila and the villagers who 

helped him. 

Later the villagers informed the soldiers that they thought an Allied warship was in the bay off the 

village. Experienced fishermen, the villagers had noticed the large wash that began to break around 

the little harbor. The ship was the British warship the HMS Hero. Syd and the other Allied soldiers 

were able to attract the attention of the Allied ship using a torch. Soon a navy long boat pulled into 

the harbor and took the soldiers out to the warship. Pulling alongside and about to scramble up the 

nets to get aboard, Syd and his diggers mates were now called up to sing! 1st May. As he recounted 

years later to his daughter Catherine: 

“Then we were rowed out to the destroyer, the ‘Hero’. There was a scrambling net, or a pig net, 

over the side, and the only way that the skipper of the ‘Hero’ would let us onboard was by 

asking us “Who are you?” And we said “We’re Australians” and he said “How do I know?” And 

we said “Of course we bloody well are!” So he said “Can you sing Waltzing Matilda?” So, it was 

quite a funny sight in the pitch dark, soaking, dressed in old Greek clothes and bits and pieces 

and some blokes with almost nothing on at all, and standing up and singing Waltzing 

Matilda!23 

Syd boarded the HMS Hero at Trachila at Trachila at 2.30 am on 1st May 194124. The HMS Hero was 

one of three Allied destroyers – HMS Isis and HMS Kimberley – which had returned to the Kalamata 

                                                             
21

 The warships were the HMS Kimberley, Hero and Isis and they arrived in the bay on the 29
th

 April and stayed until the 1
st

 May. Gavin 
Long, Greece, Crete and Syria, p. 181 
22

 HMS Hero’s sailors later remembered hearing the distant cries of exhausted men trying to swim out to the warships in the bay only to 
end in silence as they tired and drowned, then followed by a deathly “silence stretching out across the water.” A. L. Ward, Leading 
Torpedo Operator HMS Hero, “ Operation Demon”,  http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/39/a7379139.shtml 
23 Peter Ewer recounts a different version of the story with the Royal Navy destroyer crews verifying the identity of the Australian troops 
with the question – ‘What was Matilda doing?’ Peter Ewer, Forgotten Anzacs: The Campaign in Greece, 1941, Scribe, 2008, p. 283 
24

 The time of departure is given in Syd Grant’s memoir. 
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area to evacuate any Allied troops they were able. One of those who were evacuated with Syd from 

Trachila was the 16th Australian Brigade’s Captain Phillip Woodhill who later recoded that a total of 

129 Allied soldiers – including British, Palestinian and Greek – were evacuated from Trachila.  The Hero 

would evacuate a total of 61 Allied officers and men, including Syd, that night. Other small parties 

would be picked up by the Allied convoy from other small coastal villages further south, such as 

Selinitsa and Limeniou. One of these groups included Private Harrison of the 2/6th Battalion who was 

one of 68 troops to board the HMS Kimberley. A total of 202 Allied soldiers would be evacuated from 

the region with this convoy - 61 Allied troops were evacuated aboard the HMS Hero, 62 aboard the 

HMS Isis and 79 aboard the HMS Kimberley. Captain Woodhill records that amongst these evacuees 

were a total of 74 Australians – 5 officers and 69 other ranks. And so in the early hours of 1st May Syd 

made his way to Crete on the HMS Hero.25  

In the end, Syd was one of the battalion’s survivors of the Greek campaign on the mainland. The 

campaign had cost the battalion dearly - 23 killed and 106 captured. A further 33 had been wounded 

and evacuated.26 

Crete – May 1941 

He arrived at Suda Bay on Crete on the 1st May. Later he would recall the German air assault that 

greeted their arrival.  

Syd would have joined up with those of his battalion that had arrived in the earlier evacuation from 

Kalamata. By 4th May the Battalion had assembled 14 officers and 370 men on Crete27. Most had 

arrived at Suda Bay on the 27th May and by the 2nd May had held positions around the villages of 

Kalives and Neo Khorion (or as Syd called it Neon Corinth – the modern day Neo Chorio).According to 

his memoirs and photographs, Syd spent time at both Suda Bay and Neo Khorion. He photographed 

the towns and villages he went to and the old British War Cemetery at Suda. He also recorded some of 

the life of the village, including one of its local characters – titled “a terror for the plonk”! 

                                                             
25

 Vice Admiral H.D. Pridham-Wippel reports that on the night of 30
th

 April/1
st

 May the following numbers of troops were evacuated 
from the “Kalamata area” by the three destroyers in the convoy - 61 Allied troops were evacuated aboard the HMS Hero, 62 aboard the 
Isis and 79 aboard the Kimberley. Captain Woodhill reports the total of Australian evacuees aboard the three ships as being 5 officers 
and 69 other ranks. Private William Harrison (2/6

th
 Battalion) reported that he was one of 68 Allied soldiers who were in an unnamed 

village on the Mani coast south of Selinika (Selinitsa) who taken aboard the HMS Kimberley. Gavin Long writes that those saved in this 
evacuation from the Mani included St-Kilda-born Lieutenant-Colonel Sweet of the 2/5th Battalion, Captain Woodhill of the 2/2nd 
Battalion and a Captain Vial. Peter Ewer writes that the convoy also picked up including a small party of men picked up in a boat 16 kms 
out to sea. Peter Ewer, Forgotten Anzacs, p. 283-4; Corporal William Charles Harrison, VX6858, Report of Movements of 2/6

th
 Aust Inf Bn 

rear Party” 2/6
th

 Battalion Unit Dairy, February-June 1941, AWM RCDIG1027207; Gavin Long, Greece, Crete and Syria, Australian War 
Memorial, Canberra, 1953, p. 181; Report by Vice Admiral H.D. Pridham-Wippel, London Gazette, 19 May 1948, 
https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/38293/supplement/1; Captain PJ Woodhill, NX12261, 2/2Battalion, “Report by Capt P.J. 
Woodhill, Julius Camp, 4

th
 May 1941”, 16

th
 AI Brigade Unit War Diary, March-April 1941, AWM ref RCDIG1025258. 

26
 Gavin Long, Greece, Crete and Syria, Australian War Memorial, Canberra, 1953, p. 183. 

27
 Gavin Long, Greece, Crete and Syria, Australian War Memorial, Canberra, 1953, p. 251-252. 
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By early May28, Syd was re-embarked – this time aboard the HMS Kimberley – and taken to Port Said in 

Egypt. While on ship he took photos of his Australian comrades (including Private Max Wood who had 

fought bravely at the battle of Kalamata) as well as Jewish members of the British Palestine Pioneer 

Corps.29 

While Syd was evacuated to Egypt, the remaining members of his battalion on Crete would take part 

in the desperate defence of Crete. Initially defending positions around Suda Bay and the village of 

Mournies, 30 the battalion took part in the Allied victory at the battle of 42nd Street. It then fought as 

part of the rearguard defending the main evacuation port on Crete, the southern port of Sphakia. The 

Battalion was evacuated from Sphakia on 1st June, on the anti-aircraft cruiser HMS Phoebe and the 

destroyer HMS Jackal.  

The Battalion began the battle of Crete with 384 men and by the time they were evacuated to Egypt 

had lost 40% of its strength, suffering 10 men killed, 41 wounded and 95 taken prisoner.31 

Middle East & Return to Australia – May 1941 – March 1942 

In Egypt, the 2/8th Battalion were reformed, Syd re-joining his former comrades in the Battalion. From 

May 1941 until his arrival back in Australia in March 1942, Syd’s service in the Middle East took him 

back to Egypt, British Mandate Palestine and on to Lebanon and Syria. In January 1942 Syd had been 

transferred from the 2/8th Battalion to the 2nd Company, Australian Army Service Corps. Syd’s 

collection records his return to Tel Aviv, Gaza and Jerusalem, including his visit to the War Cemeteries 

at Gaza and Jerusalem. He would also record his tour of the ruins at Baalbek and the unit’s camps in 

Syria and Lebanon. 

While back in the Middle East, in November or December Syd became aware that his brother Jim had 

been wounded and was recuperating in an Allied field hospital in Egypt. Jim had been wounded in 

action on 11th October 1941 at Mersa Matruh in Egypt as a result of an air attack. Jim’s injuries had 

required the amputation of his left leg. Granted leave, Syd hitch-hiked from his camp in Syria through 

Palestine to El Kantara on the Suez Canal, where Jim was recuperating. Thankfully Jim survived the 

war, returning to Australia in 1942.32 

                                                             
28

 The Battalion history states that the Battalion landed and held positions around the villages of Kalives and Nea Khorion (consistent 
with Syd’s photographic record) on the 2nd May. Yet Syd’s photographic record imply that he and his fellow soldiers left Crete on the 1

st
 

May. His service record states merely that he disembarked in the Middle East in May, the report being dated the 27
th

 May. As the 
notations on his photographs were probably added later, it is more likely that Syd left Crete sometime after the 2 May but before the 
German attack in late May. 
29

 Totals according to the AIF News, No. 62, 17 May 1941 
30

 By May 20
th

. 
31

 Gavin Long, Greece, Crete and Syria, Australian War Memorial, Canberra, 1953, p. 315. 
32

 Service Record of Gunner James Scott Grant, NAA; Syd Grant Memoir; “Horsham young man’s leg amputated”, Horsham Times, 28
th

 
October 1941, page 1. 
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Back in Australia, Syd saw out his service in the Northern Territory, before requesting and receiving his 

discharge papers on 14th November 1944.33  

After the War 

After his discharged, Syd took up a Soldier Settlement property on the Salt Creek Estate at Woorndoo 

in Victoria’s Western District. Here he established a sheep farm. Syd’s experience of war and Kalamata 

would stay with him for the rest of his life. Its effect was such that he never forgot the bravery of 

those villagers who helped him on his escape journey. And he would honour the Greek people of 

Kalamata and the Mani who had assisted him in 1941 by naming his new sheep farm back simply 

“Kalamata.”  

Return to Kalamata and Trachila 

After his escape from Crete, Syd had written home in May 1941 that his experience of Greece and its 

people had led him to wish that he might return to Greece one day.34 And indeed he did.35  

In May 1977 Syd returned to Kalamata and Trachila accompanied by his wife and daughter Elizabeth. 

Looking out from his hotel on Navarino Street he remarked how some things had changed but others 

had not. Locals became excited when he showed them his photographs, recognizing their friends.  

At Kalamata, Syd’s thought of the time he came to the town in 1941 and the friendship of the Greek 

people: 

“We sat outside for dinner tonight along the waterfront at Kalamata and had calamari and 

some sort of fish, salad and a bottle of white wine. There was a sea breeze, it was very peaceful 

and tranquil. It’s hard to believe that thirty-six years ago there was high hell and general 

buggery raining everywhere. But those memories didn’t spoil our meal. 

It’s amazing here with the Greek people; as soon as they know that you’re Australian, they give 

you an extra big welcome, more of a feeling of friendship. They remember only too well when 

we were here all those years ago.” 36 

Over the next few days he would visit Trachila and Agios Nikolaos (the new name for Selinitsa). At 

Trachila Syd was welcomed by the local villagers, sitting in a kafenio, drinking ouzo with a group of 

locals and the village priest. Later one of the villagers – Andreas Dimoulis – invited him home for 

dinner of two fried eggs and four little fish each, accompanied by “a big plate of a vegetable that 

looked like silver beet cut up thinly, feta cheese, green salad, bread and a bottle of retsina.” Later he 

                                                             
33

 http://www.ww2roll.gov.au/Veteran.aspx?serviceId=A&veteranId=421887 
34

 Private Syd Grant, Letter, dated 28 May 1941, Syd Grant Collection 
35 This section based on Syd’s Grant’s Memoir. 
36

 Syd Grant’s Memoir. 
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was given a ride back to Agios Nikolaos on the back of his motorbike, where he was welcomed by the 

locals and the Mayor, enjoying dinner at “George’s Kafenio”! 

A few years ago, Syd’s daughter Catherine was able to visit Kalamata and the village of Trachila where 

her father had escaped capture and been aided by the local villagers, following in her father’s 

footsteps all those years before. Catherine also gifted copies of Syd’s photographic record of Kalamata 

and Trachila during those dark days in 1941 to the Kalamata War Museum.37  

  

                                                             
37 Communication to author by Ms Catherine Bell, 2016. 
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3. Donation of Unique Greek Campaign Memorabilia to the State Library of 

Victoria - State Library Donation Media Report – Published in Neos Kosmos, 10th 

& 14th November 2016 

In this the 75th anniversary of the battle of Greece, the families of two diggers who fought during this 

campaign have donated their collections of unique memorabilia to the people of Victoria. The 

donation was made last week to the State Library of Victoria who will both preserve and make 

available these important collections for the generations to come. 

The donation was witnessed by the Consul-General of Greece, Christina Simantiraki, as well as 

descendents of Anzac veterans and many members of Melbourne’s Greek community, especially 

those connected with the Peloponnese and Crete. These included Ms Betty Kosmas of the Papaflessas 

Brotherhood, Mr. Lee Tarlamis, former MP and President of the Lemnos Gallipoli Commemorative 

Committee and Mr. Paul Sougleris of the Battle of Crete and Greece Commemorative Council.  

The collection comprises the memorabilia of two Australian WW2 Greek campaign veterans - 

Horsham's Private Syd Grant and Ballarat's Lieutenant Henry Moran.  

Both Syd and Henry served with the Victorian 2/8th Battalion which was recruited largely from 

western Victoria. Both Syd and Henry served on the Greek mainland, taking part in the famous battle 

of Vevi and the defences of the Servia, Domokos and Brallos passes during the Allied retreat in April in 

the face of overwhelming force. While Henry went on to serve during the battle of Crete, Syd was 

evacuated from Crete before the battle started in June 1941.  

The collections include over 300 unique photographs documenting Syd's service across Greece and the 

Middle East and beyond. Henry's collection includes a rare copy of the Crete News, a newspaper that 

was produced on Crete by the Allies. The collection also includes other important memorabilia such as 

transcriptions of correspondence, audio and video recordings of the veterans recounting their 

memories of Greece. 

Both veterans were due to be evacuated from Kalamata in late April 1941 as the Allied troops were 

removed from Greece. While Henry made it, Syd was one of the thousands of Australians and other 

troops left behind.  

But like many others Syd escaped captivity and made his way across the Mani to the small village of 

Trachila where he and others were hidden and supported by the local Greek villagers. He was 

subsequently evacuated by an Allied warship and taken to Crete and then Alexandria.  

Syd’s photographic collection captures many aspects of his time in Greece. A sequence of photographs 

depicts a German air attack on the distant town in central Greece. But most importantly, they reveal 

the local people as he was welcomed waiting evacuation from the mainland at Kalamata and then at 
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the village of Trachila in the Mani in late April 1941. Touchingly, one photograph shows the women of 

Trachila helping Syd and his comrades as they were hidden in the village while on the run from the 

advancing Germans. 

Syd’s collection also includes photographs of Crete prior to the German invasion. One of the funniest 

is that of a village character – “a terror for the plonk” as Syd wrote on the photograph – at the village 

of Neo Chorio south of Suda Bay. A number of villages and towns were photographed by Syd. 

Along with Syd Grant’s photographs of Crete, today also saw the donation of an original edition of the 

Allied newspaper “Crete News”. This newspaper was produced on Crete for Allied troops based there. 

With the rapid success of the German invasion of the Island, not many of copies of this newspaper 

have survived. But one digger who survived the battle and the war brought one of these all the way 

back to his home town of Ballarat – Corporal Henry Moran, also of the 2/8th Battalion.  

After the war Henry recorded his memories of the war in a series of video interviews. These have also 

been donated to the State Library. Henry’s children – Mick, Judith and Jim – have donated Henry’s 

copy to the State Library. They also attended today’s donation ceremony. 

Evacuated to Egypt prior to the invasion, Syd photographed some Jewish soldiers of the British 

Palestine Pioneer Corps aboard warship HMS Kimberley taking them to Port Said. Relatives of one of 

these soldiers, resident in Israel, have identified one them as Lieutenant Zohn. 

The collection also includes many photographs of Syd’s participation in the previous campaign in 

Libya, with an amazing sequence of photographs depicting a panorama of the captured port of 

Tobruk.  

Syd also photographed many locations in Egypt, Palestine and Lebanon – camel rides near the 

Pyramids, enjoying the beach crowd at Tel Aviv, the religious places of the Holy Land (including the 

Wailing Wall, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre to the Al Aqsa Mosque to name only a few) and ruins 

of Baalbek. He also photographed the Anzacs at play – enjoying a drink while writing a letter home, 

posing at ancient monuments, visits to the Anzac Soldiers Club at Tel Aviv. 

Both Syd and Henry never forgot the friendship of the Greek people. After the war Syd named his farm 

in Victoria "Kalamata" in recognition of their support. He later was able to revisit Kalamata and the 

Mani years after the war. He wrote home from Alexandria in May 1941 words expressing his feelings 

about the comradeship between Greeks and Australians:  

“I think the world of them [the Greek people] for this spirit. And the way they treated us risking 

their own lives to do so.”  
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Her Excellency Christina Simantiraki, the Consul-General of Greece, said that these collections 

demonstrate the depth of the connection between Australians and Greeks, bringing vividly to life the 

human experience of both peoples in time of war.  

“The people of Greece have never forgotten the service of the thousands of ordinary Australians 

soldiers who came to help defend their country in 1941. The preservation of this collection is 

important to both Australia and Greece.” 

In donating the collection Syd’s daughter, Catherine Bell, stated how glad the family feels now that 

Syd’s collection will be made safe and available for future generations. 

“The memory of his service was never far from Syd’s mind. He cherished his photographs and 

the way it captured the life of his mates and those who helped them when they were on the run 

all those years ago in Greece. He never forgot the generosity and bravery of the Greek people.” 

Dr Kevin Molloy of the State Library welcomed the donation, stating that it would be an invaluable 

addition to the Library’s growing collection of memorabilia and photographs connected to the Anzacs 

across both World Wars. He said: 

“The State Library of Victoria is keen to expand its collection of important Anzac memorabilia - 

from both WW1 and WW2. Last year Mr. Claven was able to facilitate the donation of two 

important Anzac-related collections to the Library, including that of former Anzac Nurse Evelyn 

Hutt who served on Lemnos in 1915.” 

The Library aims to add these collections to its large and expanding digital collection, allowing 

researchers and other descendents to access these items via the internet, whether they are in 

Australia or in overseas. 

These are the third and fourth collections of Anzac memorabilia that historian Jim Claven has assisted 

veterans’ families in making donations to the State Library. And he is in discussion with other veterans’ 

families who are thinking of adding their memorabilia to this growing State Library collection.  

Mr. Claven is hopeful that the publicity surrounding the donations of the Grant and Moran families will 

help other families making similar donations and thereby protect their important records and make 

them available for future generations - in Australia and overseas. 

“These donations to the State Library play a great role in preserving our history and are 

particularly relevant in 2016 – the 75th anniversary of the Greek campaign where ordinary 

diggers like Syd and Henry left Victoria to face the perils of war overseas.” 

Historian Jim Claven supported both the Grant and Moran families in making their donations to the 

State Library of Victoria. He encourages any other members of the community with items connected 
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to the Anzacs across both World Wars, and especially to the Anzacs in Greece, to consider donating 

them to the State Library of Victoria. He can be contacted via email on jimclaven@yahoo.com.au 

Article Images 

 

Greek campaign Veteran former Lieutenant Henry Bernard Moran holding his copy of the Crete News, 

20 years ago. Courtesy of family of Henry Bernard Moran, 2015 

 

A gathering in Kalamata Greece of Greeks and a few Australians. G.Maxwell with hands on his hips. He 

is now a prisoner 28 April 1941. Syd Grant Collection 

 

Two of the many Greek girls who fed us with bread and water standing at the entrance of an old 

church at Trachila  Greece 30 April 1941. Syd Grant Collection 
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A terror for the plonk at Neon Corinth [Neo Khorion or Neo Chorio] Crete May 1941. Syd Grant 

Collection 

 

The Consul-General of Greece, Her Excellency Christina Simantiraki joins with veterans family 

members and supporters witness the donation of the Grant and Moran WW2 collections to the State 

Library. Photo Craig Tolson 2016 

 

The Consul-General of Greece, Her Excellency Christina Simantiraki, talks with Catherine Bell, the 

daughter of Syd Grant. Syd’s son David at left and other daughter, Elisabeth, at centre. Photo Jim 

Claven 2016 
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Lemnos Gallipoli Commemorative Committee members – Lee Tarlamis, Deb Stewart and Arlene 

Bennett – view the display of the Grant-Moran collections. Photo Jim Claven 2016. 
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4.  On the road to Trachila with Private Syd Grant – Article by Jim Claven – 

Published in Neos Kosmos, 4th June 2016 

Sitting by the harbour in Trachila it seems not so long ago that I sat with Catherine Bell as she showed 

me the photos of this little village in the Mani taken by her father Syd Grant during the Greek 

campaign in April 1941. 

Syd was a private in the 2/8th Battalion who came all the way from Victoria’s western district to take 

part in the defence of Greece. His story is that of the Anzacs in Greece. After arriving in Piraeus, they 

made their way north to meet the German’s in battle. What followed was a series of dogged, bitter 

rear-guard actions as the Allies fell back under the weight of German onslaught. Syd’s photos capture 

the constant air attacks suffered by the defenders as they moved south from the Aliakmon River. Syd 

was one of the thousands of diggers who made his way to Kalamata to await embarkation to Crete. 

Today Kalamata bustles with tourists and locals enjoying the fine weather and beautiful waterfront 

and City Avenue promenades. In 1941 it was bustling with another sort of “tourist” – thousands of 

Allied soldiers – Anzacs, Greeks, British, Palestinians, Cypriots and Yugoslavs.  Syd has captured the 

multi-national nature of the gathering in one of his amazing images. Local civilians vie to be 

photographed with their erstwhile defenders. 

Local historian Nikos Zervas points out the caves to the north of the city, above the Castro, where 

members of the Palestine Labour Corps found safety from the air attacks. They would be joined by 

local civilians fleeing the indiscriminate bombing that befell the city in April 1941. 

Other Australian photos show the diggers marching down along Kalamata’s Aristomenos Avenue. 

While many buildings have changed, two local historians – Panagiotis Andrianopoulos and his friend 

Sotiris – help me identify the shops and streets from these photos. Syd and his comrades made their 

way through the city to the olive groves to the east, for protection from the daily Stuka bomber 

attacks. A few patches of the old olive groves remain amongst the expansion of the modern city. 

Around 18,000 Allied troops had been assembled at Kalamata by the 26th April, and from then until 

the 29th April some 9,200 of these were successfully evacuated from Kalamata’s waterfront. The 26th 

witnessed the biggest single effort of the entire evacuation from Greece. And it was from Kalamata 

that the Yugoslav Crown Jewels were evacuated aboard the HMS Defender. 

As they marched to their evacuation positions on the waterfront many diggers wrote later of the 

kindness of the local people, of their offering cake and wine, and thanking them for coming to help 

defend Greece. One digger – Bill Jenkins of the 2/3rd Battalion – was moved to re-assure one elderly 

lady that they would be back. And it was from Kalamata that Australia’s most famous “war dog” – 

Horrie – was evacuated with his protectors in the 2/1st Machine Gun Battalion. 
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Once at sea the troops were not allowed to rest as the German bombers attacked the ships as they 

left the harbour and made for Crete or Alexandria. Many mounted their Vickers and Bren guns on the 

ships decks to help in the defence of their troop ships. One of the ships – the Costa Rica – was sunk 

but not before all troops and hands were successfully evacuated. 

Walking west along Kalamata’s waterfront Navarino Street I try to imagine what it would have been 

like on the afternoon of the 29th April 1941. It was on this day that an advance group of some 200 

German troops raced into the town and captured the Customs House and British officer in charge of 

the evacuation.  

This daring raid precipitated what is referred to as the battle of the Kalamata waterfront. Around 200 

Allied troops, including seventy diggers were raised to action by New Zealand’s Sergeant Hinton and 

Australia’s Captain Albert Gray from Red Cliffs. 

The Australians advanced along Navarino, led by Gray pistol in hand, Hinton and his Kiwi’s with a 

platoon of Australian and other troops moving along the streets parallel to the waterfront.  

As the Australians made a frontal assault on the German machine gun and artillery emplacement at 

the corner of Koroni and Navarino Streets, Hinton and some of his troops attacked the emplacement 

from the north. Others attacked the German troops at the Customs House further west. The whole 

attack was witnessed by a local Greek lady who as a young girl worked in the large three or four storey 

flour mill at the harbour near the Customs House. She would go on to be a prominent member of the 

resistance in Messinia. 

Hinton and Gray would be decorated for their bravery at Kalamata that day – the former awarded the 

Victoria Cross and the latter the Military Cross. Another Australian soldier who took part in the attack 

– Private Max Wood – would be awarded the Military Medal. 

Many war stories have their humourous aspects. Just before the Allied attack on the Customs House, 

an officer from the British 4th Hussars who were defending a position north of the city had come into 

Kalamata to assess the situation. He was quickly surprised and captured by a German officer – 

someone he had known from the pre-war years! The German invited him for a beer and as they sat 

reminiscing, the Allied counter-attack took place and the tables were turned, the German taken 

prisoner and the British officer released! 

Yet the brave Allied victory would be short-lived. The eruption of fighting at the waterfront persuaded 

some of the Allied evacuation ships to abandon the evacuation. While other ships did return, by the 

end of April the around 8,000 Allied troops in Kalamata were left behind.  

Following their formal surrender, they were now interned on the outskirts of the city. Some 1,500 

Jewish members of the Palestine Labour Corps now became prisoners of the German Army. Some 

Allied soldiers – including Syd – tried desperately to escape capture by swimming out into Kalamata’s 
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great bay towards the lights of ships in the distance. Syd records that many drowned. He made it back 

to the beach and was captured.  

But this was not the end. Many Allied soldiers were able to escape from the prisoner’s encampment 

and make their way east into the mountains and villages of the Mani. There they were helped by the 

local villagers who fed and looked after them at great risk to themselves.  

The drive to Trachila today takes just over an hour but one can imagine what it would have been like 

seventy-five years ago as Syd trudged along the long and winding track to the village. It winds up into 

the mountains and along the coast, passed olive groves and crystal blue waters. It would have been 

thirsty work on these hot May days. As I make my own way I notice the caves that dot the mountains 

along the coast and at the village of Agios Nikolaos I wonder if these are the ones that Syd hid in 

during his walk south.  

When Syd and his comrades arrived in Trachila in late April they were welcomed by its villagers. He 

records how they found accommodation for them in what looked like an old abandoned church on a 

hill above the town and in the olive groves nearby. Each day women from the village would come to 

them with food and water. In the villages little harbour, he inter-acted with the local men and boys. 

He captured these scenes for posterity in his photographs.  

When I showed Syd’s photo of his hideout above the village to an elderly villager he immediately 

recognised it and pointed to the ruined buildings above. The past is never far away in Greece. 

But Syd’s stay at Trachila was thankfully short – for him and for the safety of the villagers. The villagers 

told Syd that they had noticed the wash in the harbour as evidence of large ships further out. Syd used 

a torch to signal to the ship in the bay and soon he was alongside the British destroyer HMS Hero. 

Before they were taken aboard, Syd recorded that the Royal Navy officer insisted they prove that they 

were in fact Australians by signing Waltzing Matilda – which they did! 

At 2.30am on 1st May 1941 Syd wad one of the 69 Australians along with another 41 Allied troops 

evacuated by the HMS Hero. Other small parties would similarly be evacuated from other small coastal 

villages further south, such as Selinitsa and Limeniou. Other Allied escapers – including some 200 

soldiers of the 4th Hussars – would hide in the mountains and villages within the Mani for months. 

As we know from last year’s Neos Kosmos report, Syd would eventually return to Victoria and name 

his soldier settlement farm in honour of the city and its region that has saved his life – Kalamata. And 

his photographic collection – with its images of the people of Kalamata and Trachila – will be donated 

to the State Library of Victoria in November later this year. 

As I depart Trachila for the return to Kalamata I notice the poppies that have sprung up along the 

route – around the building where Syd was hidden. A fitting reminder of those like Syd who came to 

this part of Greece in 1941 and the locals who helped them. 
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Jim Claven is a historian and freelance writer. He travelled to Greece for the 75th anniversary of the 

Greek and Crete campaigns representing the Battle of Crete and the Greek Campaign 

Commemorative Committee. Moves are now underway to develop memorials as part of an Anzac 

trail across Messinia and the Peloponnese to assist commemorative visitation to Greece. He thanks 

Catherine Bell for permission to quote from her father’s memoir and acknowledges the support of 

Melbourne’s Messinian community for his visit to Kalamata, in particular Mr. Paul Sougleris, Mr. 

George Iliopoulos and Mr. Rica Soublis.  

Article Images 

 

Australian troops move through Kalamata, April 1941. AWM 

 

Australian troops move through Kalamata, April 1941. AWM 
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Australian and other Allied troops and civilians, Kalamata, April 1941. Syd Grant Collection. 

 

The battle of Kalamata waterfront. Hinton Collection 

 

Trachila village, April 1941. Syd Grant Collection 
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Building where Syd Grant and other Allied soldiers were helped by the villagers of Trachila, April 1941. 

Syd Grant Collection 

 

Young boy at the harbour-side, Trachila, April 1941. Syd Grant Collection 

 

Kalamata Memorial. Photo Jim Claven, May 2016. 
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Navarino Street – where the diggers began their attack on the Germans in the battle of Kalamata, April 

1941. Photo Jim Claven, May 2016. 

 

Where the Anzacs overcome the German gun emplacement, April 1941. Photo Jim Claven, May 2016. 

 

The road south to Trachila – from the Kalamata waterfront. Photo Jim Claven, May 2016. 
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Caves above the road to Trachila today. Photo Jim Claven, May 2016. 

 

Trachila harbour today. Photo Jim Claven, May 2016. 

 

It was in a building like this above Trachila that Syd Grant was hidden in April 1941. Photo Jim Claven, 

May 2016. 
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It was in a building like this above Trachila that Syd Grant was hidden in April 1941. Photo Jim Claven, 

May 2016. 
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5.  The Syd Grant Photographic Collection 

During his service Syd took hundreds of photographs recording his early days of training at 

Puckapunyal prior to his departure for overseas service. He photographed his voyage from Australia. 

During his service in the Middle East and in Greece and on Crete, Syd would record the life of a soldier 

preparing for war, on his periods of leave and during battle.  

His collection includes many photographs of the battlefields across Libya, including Bardia, Tobruk and 

Benghazi. But he also photographed his periods of leave, with visits to the various historical sites 

across the Middle East, such as Jerusalem’s religious sites, Tel Aviv’s beaches, the deserts of 

Beersheba, the Pyramids of Egypt and the ruins of Baalbek – to name just a few. 

But most importantly, Syd’s recorded his service during the ill-fated Greek and Crete campaign in 

1941. These include a unique sequence of photographs documenting a German aerial bombardment 

of a town in central Greece as well as Allied troops in Kalamata, on the Mani peninsula and on Crete. 

At Kalamata, Syd would record groups of Allied soldiers and local residents. On the Mani, he recorded 

the village of Trachila and its villagers who aided his escape. A series of photographs record his voyage 

from the mainland, one photograph capturing a number of Jewish soldiers of the Palestine Pioneer 

Corps who had escaped capture by the Germans. 

His collection encompasses letters, recordings and other memorabilia, as well as 320 photographs 

covering his war service. The breakdown of his photographic collection is as follows:  

 Puckapunyal training camp Dec 1939 - April 1940 (12 photographs)  

 Middle East training camps April 1940 - December 1940 (143 photographs )  

 North Africa campaign January 1941 - March 1941 (50 photographs)  

 Greece and Crete campaigns March 1941 - May 1941 (45 photographs )  

 After Greece - Middle East May 1941 - March 1942 (56 photographs)  

 Back in Australia 1942/1943 (14 photographs)  

Encouraged by his family, Syd later recorded his reminiscences on a series of audio tapes which have 

been transcribed by his daughter He also wrote a memoir of his war service after his return from the 

war, which includes a detailed account of his service in Greece and his escape from the Germans.  
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6. Private Syd Grant’s Photographic Collection – A Selection 

6.1 Portrait 

 

Private Sydney (Syd) Carney Grant (VX6699), Syd Grant Collection, 

6.2 To Greece 

 

Transport boat 'Hav' from Oslo getting ready for Greece, Alexandria, Egypt, March 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 
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Heading for Greece on board HAV, March 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 

6.3  Greece 

 

Going into Port Piraeus Greece, March 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 
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Looking from one of our old camps to Mt Olympus Greece, April 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 

 

Set of bombs in Greece, April 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 

 

Vola where the first Australian 16 Brigade were evacuated near Lamia Greece, April 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 
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Greeks, Serbian officers and Australian soldiers Kalamata 28 April 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 

 

A gathering in Kalamata of Greeks, 28 April 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 

 

A view of the country at Trachila where we were evacuated from, 1941, Syd Grant Collection.  
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Trachila, Southern Greece, 30 April 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 

 

Two local women who helped Syd and the other Allied soldiers who had escaped from the Germans at 

Kalamata, Trachila, Southern Greece, 30 April 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 

 

Two fishing boats and Greek boy at Trachila, Southern Greece, 30 April 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 
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6.4 Crete 

 

Crete, May 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 

 

Suda Bay Crete, May 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 

 

British war cemetery Suda Bay Crete, May 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 
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Old ruins of “Turkish church” Crete May 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 

 

Village of Neon Corinth (Nea Khorion), Crete May 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 

 

One of the many snow water stream near Neon Corinth (Nea Khorion), Crete May 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 
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Bomb crater in cemetery Crete, May 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 

 

“A terror for the plonk” – A villager at Neon Corinth (Nea Khorion), Crete, May 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 

 

Listening into the news in Crete, May 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 
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The first lot to leave Crete from Suda Bay, Crete, May 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 

6.5 Crete to Egypt 

 

A few of the lads on HMS Kimberley, at sea, off Greece, 1 May 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 
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6.6 Egypt 

 

Feeding troops Port Said Egypt after Greece, 2 May 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 

 

Troops at Port Said Egypt after evacuating from Greece, 2nd May 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 
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6.7 Other Middle East – Palestine, Lebanon and Syria 

 

Entrance to church of Virgin Mary Jerusalem Palestine, July 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 

 

Entering new city of Jerusalem, Palestine, July 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 

 

Wailing Wall Jerusalem Palestine, July 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 
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Australian war cemetery Gaza Palestine, July 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 

 

Don Coglan, Ossie Coglan, Syd Grant Soldiers' Club Tel Aviv Palestine September, 1941. Syd Grant Collection. 
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Syd Grant and Ted Wollett Elaine Camp Syria, early 1942, Syd Grant Collection; At ruins Baalbek Syria, S.Steen, 

Syd Grant and Jack Walliss, 1941, Syd Grant Collection. 


