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POST-GREECE 
 

Medical Orderly/Ambulance Driver Ronald Joynes, Friends Ambulance Unit 
 
From “Friends Ambulance Unit” by A Tegla Davies 

“Seven survivors from Greece returned directly to Egypt from Crete.  There they licked their wounds, and 
received from an anxious Madame Haddad a great welcome back to Daly’s.  They had lost all their kit and 
gear, and Ronald Joynes had to borrow clothes before he could report to the Red Cross, where their 
friend, Mr. Archibald, as always, took them under his wing.” 

Meanwhile new contacts were made with the Army, which were to lead eventually to what became the 
most profitable and successful work which the Unit did in the Middle East with the British Forces. Through 
the Medical Directorate the Section was offered the chance of working in the Blood Transfusion and 
Resuscitation Department in the 64th General Hospital, which was still housed in the Victoria College for 
Boys on the outskirts of Alexandria. The O.C the Hospital and the surgeon who was in direct charge of the 
work were both anxious to enlarge the scope of the Blood Transfusion services which were beginning in 
the Middle East on a small scale; they asked for five men to train in the hospital. "Everyone is developing 
some particular skill at various operations, so that Hugh is the recognized needle-sharpener, while Francis 
and I wash a very pretty bottle . . . . We keep a large store of blood, which is obtained from voluntary 
donors who come up in sections about twice a week." Pit Corder and John Sykes worked in the 
laboratory, while later Ronald Joynes took on the job of keeping the departmental records and Francis 
Mennell graduated to the care of the bottle store and the manufacture of salines. Slowly, as they got to 
know their way around, they became more useful to the Department and their responsibilities grew, while 
the output of blood increased considerably. While others came and went, Pit Corder and John Sykes were 
fully occupied in the pathological laboratory and stayed there for two years. 

 
 
 

 
 

FAU Ambulance & Driver, some actually got to Wolfsberg in 1945 
as this photograph caption affirmed 

 
 
 


