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POST-GREECE 
 

Sapper Leslie Jones, Royal Engineers, 3rd Cheshire Field Squadron (TA) 
 

From Les’s Audio Archive: 
 
They were sent “up the Desert” in October 1941.  Les was captured at Benghazi in 1942 (presumably 
during Rommel’s successful push on 29th January of that year).  They were treated with civility and 
respect by their German front-line captors, but not so by the Italians to whom they were subsequently 
handed over. 
 
He was put on board a rusting tramp steamer at Tripoli and taken across the Mediterranean to Naples and 
placed in the local transit holding camp PG 66 at Capua.  From here he was transferred to Bari and held 
for the next 18 months in PG 51 at Altamura.  Many educational courses were organised in the Camp, Les 
learned Shorthand.   
 

 
 

Standard routes taken by Allied PoWs captured in North Africa to Prison Camps in Italy 
 
 
After the Italian surrender in Sep 1943 Les and six others (including fellow 3rd Cheshire Jim Pleavin) 
walked out of the now unguarded Camp and set off for the west coast.  After 4 or 5 days they were 
recaptured by German troops and bundled into cattle trucks with other PoWs and sent to Campo PG 118 
at Bolzano. 
 
From here he and his fellows were once again crammed into cattle trucks and transhipped over the 
Brenner Pass and on through Austria and Germany to one of the Stalag IVBs.  As he mentions 
‘Jacobsthal’ in his audio interview the Stalag IVB was most probably the one sited at Zeithain, about 10km 
to the south of Muhlberg. 
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From Wikipedia:   
 
Stalag IVB, Zeithain 
 
The sub-camp, originally Stalag 304 (Stalag IV-H), was built in April 1941 next to the military depot, 
training ground, and Jacobsthal railway station, to accommodate Soviet prisoners. In 1942 it 
became Stalag IV-B Zeithain, a sub-camp of Stalag IV-B Mühlberg. 
 
By July 1941 about 11,000 Soviet soldiers, and some officers, had arrived, but by April 1942 only 3,279 
remained. The rest had died from malnutrition and a typhus epidemic caused by the deplorable sanitary 
conditions. The bodies were buried in mass graves. After April 1942 more Soviet prisoners arrived and 
died just as rapidly. At the end of 1942 10,000 reasonably healthy Soviet prisoners were transferred 
to Belgium to work in the coal mines. In February 1943 Zeithain was transformed into a hospital camp 
designated Stalag IV-B/H. The main part still housed Soviet prisoners suffering from tuberculosis, who 
continued to die at the rate 10-20 per day (according to German sources). The section closest to the 
railway station was now used to house sick prisoners of other nationalities. These included several 
hundred Poles and Yugoslavs brought from other camps. In September 1943 a section was set aside for 
sick Italian soldiers imprisoned after Marshal Badoglio surrendered to the Allies. About 900 died but, in 
contrast to the Soviet prisoners, they were buried in individual graves in a military cemetery in Jacobsthal. 
In October 1944, around 25 huts of the Italian section were separated into a special enclosure to house 
about 1,100 wounded survivors, men and women, of the Polish Armia Krajowa ("Home Army") that had 
fought in the Warsaw Uprising for 63 days; as well as the medical personnel - 55 doctors and 168 nurses - 
to care for them. The Red Army liberated the camp on 23 April 1945. 
 

 
 

Welcome to Stalag IVB, Muhlberg 
 

 
  

Meet your genial and friendly hosts 
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Russian PoWs at Stalag IVB, Zeithain 
 

Les was transferred to a coal-mine Work Party based on Stalag 4C at Brux in the German Sudetenland 
(or Wistritz,,Czechoslovakia as the Czechs would have known it) – now Most in the Czech Republic.  Jim 
Pleavin was apparently with Les throughout all these movements. 

 

 
 

Sketched plan of Stalag IVC, Wistritz 

 

 
 

Some British IVC prisoners (winter) 
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Some more British IVC prisoners (summer)  

 

 
 

Polish prisoners working in the IVC quarry 
 
Liberation (from Les’s audio tapes) 
 
Stalag IVB was initially abandoned by the Germans and ‘liberated’ by the Russians in early May 1945.  
About a week later American trucks arrived and took the PoWs off to an airfield at Pilsen, about 60km SW 
of Prague.  Les et al were flown to Reims in USAAF Dakotas where they were deloused, medically 
checked, well fed and watered and issued with brand new American GI uniforms. 

        

 Boarding a Dakota for the first leg of the flight home 
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A few days later they were taken to another airfield and squeezed into RAF Lancaster bombers and flown 
back to Blighty.  More food, drink and British Army uniform, then a train warrant home via Liverpool.  
There then followed what eventually turned out to be about 10 weeks of repatriation leave. 
 
In October he was recalled to a Unit in Halifax which turned out to be a clearing post for RE personnel 
awaiting demobilisation.  From here he was sent to a depot at Thame, near Oxford, where he volunteered 
to drive an Army lorry more or less to overcome the boredom of having very little else to do.  This 
continued until March 1946 when he was finally despatched to a Stores Unit in Taunton to pick up his 
demob suit (along with a full complement of civilian clothes) and, at long last, his final rail warrant home.  
 


