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           POST-GREECE 
 

Private Leonard Cecil Irving, Royal Army Service Corps 
 

This initial data for Cecil Irving is taken from the note he wrote to Janet Buttery (now Parkin), Secretary of 
the Brotherhood of Veterans of the Greek Campaign, 1940-41: 
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Archivist’s Note:  Cecil states “I worked on farms . . . at two villages in the Leibnitz area.”  When he 
went back to visit in 1963 he stayed a week in Wildon and “visited several of the locals and received a 
warm welcome.”  Despite the fact that he does not appear on any Roll Call on Ian Brown’s Stalag 18A 
website, Cecil was almost certainly a member (at some period, at least) of Arbeits Kommando 240/L 
based at Wildon.  He was definitely a member of 436/L (see overleaf) but specific location unknown. 
 
 
From Ian Brown’s Stalag 18A website: 

Work Camp  240 L 
 

Location: Wildon 
Type of work: Forestry 
Man of Confidence: Unknown 
Number of Men: 14 approx. 
 
Known to be present 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

James Adamson         

C. Ashelford Dvr RASC 6885   

E. Bacon         

R. Biggens         

C. Bodsworth Gnr RA 5782   

J. Clayton         

W. Gretton Sgmn R Sigs 4835   

E. Haywood         

Colin Herbert Humm Pte   4933 New Zealand 

K. Linden Pte  1 A.C.H.Q. 7081 Australia 

Albert G. Nye Dvr R Sigs 4982   

A. Oliver Spr RE 8219   

J. Smith         

L. Smith         
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From Cecil’s own memorabilia (courtesy of his son Roger): 
 
WORK CAMP 436/L 
(Archivist’s Note – there is no data on any Work Camp numbered 436/L on the Stalag 18A website) 
 

 
 

        Cecil holding the placard (as Man Cecil at head of table (MoC’s privilege?) 
        of Confidence in Arb Kdo 436/L?)   at Christmas dinner (Wolfsberg 1944?)  

 

 
 

“May 22nd Wolfsberg” on rear (436/L was in or near Wolfsberg, but what year is this?) 
Is one of the two young fraulines (bottom right) called ‘Mitzi’? – see Post Script below 
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Stalag XVIIIA Wolfsberg, 19th June 1944 
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Stalag XVIIIA Wolfsberg, 19th July 1944 
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Cecil’s Lagergeld 
 

 
 

German Army rank insignia 
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          Poem praising Vienna         Authorisation as Vertrauensmann (MoC) 
 
 
Notes on Memorabilia from Roger Irving  
 
“Pow1 shows photos of the PoWs. My father is centre of the (Christmas?) dinner and the group photo with 
the Stalag XV111a placard. (I have two extra copies of this latter photo and can send you an original if 
you like). The two gentlemen at the bottom must have been fellow workers as the photo looks as if it was 
taken on the same day as the next set of people in the village (Dated May 22nd Wolfsburg on the back) 
 
PoW2 were all taken in the village and there is writing on the back to identify all except the two young 
ladies but the only word I can decipher is 'Kaplan' (Chaplain?). One of the two girls may have been called 
Mitzi but thats a long story! 
 
PoW3a,3b,4a,4b are the front and back of two concert programmes at the camp. You may be interested 
in the names of the performers. I don't know if there will be many of these programmes still around. 
 
PoW5 Camp money which I am sure you are familiar with - he also had real German money and French 
francs as well.  
 
PoW6 As he was a liaison between the Germans and the PoWs having learnt German to speak it(I've 
forgotten the correct term for the role) I presume this very tatty cutting was to help him identify the various 
ranks. 
 
PoW8 (missed 7 somehow!) On the right is what looks like his authorisation for his liaison role. On the left 
is a poem extolling the virtues of Vienna, written (I suspect by one of his guards who he was on good 
terms with, but who, sadly, disappeared overnight to the Russian front so my father thought.” 
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Post Script 
 
A little snippet of information of obvious personal interest to Cecil is supplied by his son Roger.  It refers to 
a friendship  that Cecil had with a certain young Austrian lady called Mitzi.  It is not clear quite where or 
when this took place, but it obviously made a lasting impression: 
 
“Mitzi  . . .  (according to my cousin Patricia who could always wheedle things out of him) was a young 
lady in the village (possibly the local barmaid) who he seemed to have had an affection for, though he 
never mentioned her to me.  All I know is that we had a cat (he loved cats) in the late 40s/early 50s (I was 
born in 1947) called Mitzi and my cousin wondered if my mother ever knew the significance of the animals 
name.” 


