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POST-GREECE 
 

 Sergeant George Brown, Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders  
 
From Ian Brown’s “Stalag18A” website: 
 

Work Camp  59 GW 
 

Location: Trofaiach (Quarzbergbau) 
Type of work: Stone quarry 
Man of Confidence: W.G. Orr (Nov. 1942), G. Davey (May 1943)  
Number of Men: 28 approx. 
Known to be present: 
 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

William Angell Tpr RAC 1881 Canada 

Harry Ball Pte H.Q. 6 Div. AASC 7414 Melbourne, Australia 

Ted Brogden Bdr RA 5373 Oswaldtwistle, UK 

George Brown Sgt A&SH 7576 Greenock; also 99/L 

Edward Cass Dvr RE 5029 Isle of Wight, UK 

Harry Clarke     Devon 

Ernie Cromley  RE  Yorkshire 

Danny Currell Cpl 2/6 Inf. Bn. 3772 Victoria, Australia; transf'd to Stalag 383 

George Davey Sgt RAC 2039 London; MOC May 1943; serious accident, repat'd 

Bob Doyle     Liverpool 

P.J.W. (Lofty) Elford Spr RE 5174 London 

Jim Ellison Gnr RA 5214 Liverpool 

Stan Embling Spr RE 5132 Swindon, UK 

Keith Grainger Gnr RA 5173 Notts, UK 

George Hackett Dvr RE 5338 Staffs, UK 

Jim Harrison Gnr RA 5134 Newcastle 

Stan Hawes Gnr RA 5216 Yorkshire; transf'd to Stalag 17A 

Bob Hill Pte 2/6 Inf. Bn. 3774 Victoria, Australia 

D.J. (Taffy) Hughes Gnr RA 5135 Swansea, Wales 

Frank Jackson Gnr RA 5133 Liverpool 

John Jones     Liverpool 

John McVinnie Tpr RAC 6864   

Doug (Bull) Mepstead Pte 2/7 Inf. Bn. 3704 Victoria, Australia 

J.W. (Jack) Orr L/Cpl RE 5009 Liverpool; MOC November 1942 

Philip Pawsey Pte Essex 6840   

Norman A. Plant L/Bdr RA 6953   

Arthur Pope  RA  Somerset 

Fred Sellers Gnr RA 5120 Yorkshire 

Jim Shaw     Derby 

Leslie Skippings Tpr RAC 6873   

David Gibson Steven Cpl A&SH 7523 Midlothian; Italy POW 

Alf Varley Spr RE 5017 Yorkshire 

Bill Wakeling     Sheffield, UK 

Tick White     NSW, Australia 

Gus Whitmore Dvr RA? 5034?   

 
 
Photographs and names supplied by Sue Woods, neice of Bob Hill and Chris Jenkins, grand-nephew of 
Ted Cass. 
 

http://www.stalag18a.org/dad.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc99L.html
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http://www.stalag18a.org/jenkins/jenkins02.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/jenkins/jenkins01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/jenkins/jenkins03.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/woodssue/woodssue22names.jpg
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George Davey's Accident 
 
The following account comes from Pte Bob Hill, 2/6 Inf. Bn. AIF as told to his neice, Sue Woods, in 2008. 
"George Davey, had a dreadful accident at the quarry.  On the last load down for the day, he decided to 
'ride' the truck, but the brakes failed and he was nearly killed when the truck went off the rails and he was 
pinned by fallen rock and the damaged truck. Another soldier & Bob hurtled down the steep slope yanking 
out saplings as they went, using these in the sleeves of a Great coat as a stretcher. Those Greatcoats did 
have their uses!" 
George's injuries were so serious that he was repatriated back to the UK. Sadly, he died soon after 
repatriation. 
 
 
International Red Cross Inspection Report 
 
Date of visit: 13 November 1942 
28 men, two in hospital. 
 
Medical attention is rather primitive in this camp. There is no medical orderly here. A German military 
doctor visits the camp twice a month. At the present time there are two sick lying in bed. They are 
attended by the Man of Confidence. There are almost no drugs available in this camp. 
 
The men of this camp work in a stone quarry. There were different complaints against measures taken by 
the Camp Commander who is a German Non-Commissioned Officer. 
(1) In the evening the trousers and shoes are collected and put in a store-room to prevent escaping. 
When the men have been working under the rain the garments are still wet in the morning. The 
Accompanying Officer annulated this order. 
(2) The men coming back from work at 17.45 were locked in, in the building at 18.00. Thus the sanitary 
installations being built outside the house could not be used and only buckets with no cover were at their 
disposal in the rooms where they have their meals. This measure was also immediately annulated and 
from now on the house will only be locked at 19.00 and the buckets will be provided with covers. 
(3) No Geneva Convention was hung up in the camp; the Accompanying Officer took note to send one. 
 
The difficulty in this camp is that the Non-Commissioned Officer who is charged with the guard does not 
understand English. He is also frightened by his responsibilities. This makes him harder than need be. 
 
The prisoners of war in this camp seem to be satisfied with the condition of living in this building in spite of 
its simplicity. The cooking is done by two women in a special kitchen nearby and is said to be excellent. 
 
Date of visit: 26 May 1943 
 
General Description 
No change 
 
Interior arrangement 
There is now much more room in the house the prisoners occupy and therefore no overcrowding. 
 
Bathing and washing facilities 
Adequate 
 
Toilet facilities 
Adequate 
 
Food and Cooking 
The food is still cooked by two civilian women and said to be good. The men ask for new eating bowls. 
The Lagerfuhrer stated that an application for these had already been made. 
 
Medical attention and sickness 
There is no sanitator in this camp. Dental and medical attention is in the hands of a civilian doctor who 
speaks English and with whom the prisoners are satisfied. Four men are wanting reading glasses and the 
Accompanying Officer promised to take this matter in hand himself. Furthermore an elastic knee-band is 
asked for; this wish will be transmitted to the Red Cross by the delegate of the Protecting Power when 
back in Berlin. 
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Clothing 
Not every man has two uniforms yet and a speedier supply would be much appreciated as the quarry 
work is using up their clothes badly. 
 
Laundry 
Satisfactory. it is being done by a woman. 
 
Money and Pay 
In order. 
 
Canteen 
There is a canteen at the works. 
 
Religious activity 
The prisoners have so far never been visited by a padre and would welcome a visit very much. They were 
informed that they may expect Cpt. Ledgerwood from Stalag in the near future. 
 
Recreation and exercise 
It is difficult for the men to play football as there is no ground at their disposal. They hope that they will be 
allowed to swim in the open-air bath nearby during the summer. The Accompanying Officer left word with 
the Kompaniefuhrer to see that such permission shall be given by the competent authorities. 
 
Mail 
Fairly regular. 
 
Welfare work 
In order. 
 
Complaints 
The Man of Confidence states that they would all like a change of camp and work; when discussing this 
with the Accompanying Officer he said that he would talk the matter over with the respective quarters at 
Wolfsberg. The prisoners also ask for brushes and brooms to clean the camp and were told these would 
be supplied if they could be secured. 
 
General impression 
Fairly good camp.” 
 

Work Camp   99 L 
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Location: Bernstein 
Type of work: Farmwork & sawmill 
Man of Confidence: Unknown 
Number of Men: 13 approx. 
Known to be present: 
 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

Tom P. Boyle Pte  4484 Otago, NZ 

George Brown Sgt A&SH 7576 Greenock; also 59/GW 

Fred G. Coulter Bdsm RAC 5946 Boston, UK; also 522/L 

Tommy Hales Rfmn KRRC 2962 London 

Ron J. Harvey Dvr RASC 6999 London; also 522/L 

Stan Hockley    Portsmouth 

Eddie Hopwood Fus. 
Lanc. 
Fus. 

2547 Wrexham; transferred to Stalag 344 

Ken Hudson    Leeds 

Bert Jackson Tpr RAC 1250 Manchester 

Ernie Jackson    Baldock, Herts 

Arthur Kemp L/Cpl REME 6948 Sheffield; also 839/L 

W.A. (Bill) Thorpe Tpr RAC 5451 Walsall; also 839/L 

W.D.R. (Ron) Tudor Sgt R Sigs 7577 Birkenhead; also 522/L 

  

Photos provided by Ian Brown 

 

Stan Hockley & George Brown 

http://www.stalag18a.org/maps/bernstein.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/dad.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc59gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc522L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/bertjackson.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc839L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc839L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc522L.html
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Tom Boyle Bill Thorpe Bert Jackson Unknown, Fred Coulter   

 

Bernstein is a small village about 80km south of Vienna, in a region of rolling hills and woodland known as 
Burgenland. The village is dominated by the Castle 

Arbeits Kommando 99/L were first kept in a small compound in Bernstein but were soon transferred to a 
room in the Castle. This was where the POW's would be kept for the night. During the day they would be 
taken out to work wherever it was needed, usually on the local farms. My father and Arthur Kemp, another 
POW, were sent to work on a farm owned by a Herr Funuvits situated about 2 miles outside Bernstein. 

The room in the castle was locked at night and the window was barred. On the far side was the castle 
wall. The guard slept, with his wife, in the room above but this did not prove to be much of a deterrent. 
Behind a large wardrobe in the room, the POW's discovered a door which opened into the next room. 
Here the window was not barred and it was possible to get out into the castle grounds and then down a 
metal pipe by the swimming pool and out of the castle into the village to spend the night fraternizing with 
the local girls, before climbing back into the castle in the morning. 

Unfortunately, in 2002, the room previously occupied by the POWs was now occupied by a hotel guest! 
However, Herr Berger-Almasy did show me the room underneath which the POWs used as a kitchen. 
Behind the building is a deep well, and Herr Berger-Almasy told me that it is still possible to find the 
contents of Red Cross parcels at the bottom of the well and in the woods beyond the castle walls. 

  

 

http://www.stalag18a.org/bernstein/bernstein0005.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bernstein/bernstein0002.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bernstein/bernstein0003.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bernstein/bernstein0019.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bernstein/bernstein0020.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bernstein/bernstein0018.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bernstein/bernstein0023.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bernstein/bernstein0007.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bernstein/bernstein0004.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bernstein/bernstein0009.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bernstein/bernstein0006.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bernstein/bernstein0011.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bernstein/bernstein0012.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bernstein/bernstein0013.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bernstein/bernstein0015.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bernstein/bernstein0021.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/funuvits.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/bernstein/castlenow4.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bernstein/castlenow5.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bernstein/castlenow5.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bernstein/picbj2.jpg
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The Almasy family 

During the war, Bernstein Castle was owned by Baron Janos Almasy, a Hungarian aristocrat, who lived 
there with his wife, Marie. She had contracted polio as a child and was confined to a wheelchair. 

As a curious historical side note, the Baron's younger brother, Count Ladislaus Almasy, is the real life 
character upon whom the book and film, 'The English Patient' is based. Ladislaus was a mysterious figure 
who spent much of his life on mapping expeditions in North Africa and may have been a German agent 
during the war. 

The Almasy family still own the castle, which is now a hotel. For more information on the hotel and the 
Almasy family, visit the Burg Bernstein Web Site 

Visit to Bernstein 

In August 2002, I visited Bernstein Castle with Chris, my son. Frau Berger-Almasy (who is the 
granddaughter of the baron and now runs the hotel with her husband) was kind enough to take the time to 
show us around the grounds and to point out many of the locations of the war-time photographs that I had 
brought along. With the exception of the trees which had grown taller in the intervening years, very little, if 
anything, had changed since 1944. It was a very strange feeling to be standing on exactly the same spot 
as my father had 58 years ago. 

In the following two photographs, I have tried to make a comparison between photos taken at Burg 
Bernstein  during the war and when Chris and I visited in 2002. In the first photo set, Chris is standing in 
the same spot as Arthur Kemp, outside the Castle. In the second set, Chris is sitting by the small well, the 
same location as Dad, Ron Tudor, Eddie Hopwood and Tommy Boyle. In the background is the castle 
swimming pool.” 

 

http://www.burgbernstein.at/e_hotel.html
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The Long March to Freedom 
 
As the Soviet Army steadily approached from the east, plans were introduced to march the PoWs 
westwards away from temptation to abscond.   One report stated that an additional reason why the POWs 
from south-east Austria were marched to Markt Pongau in the north is because Hitler wanted to form a 
mass human shield in the valleys surrounding Berchtesgaden (just over the German Bavarian border) if 
he decided to make a last ditch stand at his mountain retreat.  Most prisoners would have been moved in 
March & April 1945. 

 

Long March Route 
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An original march route log 

Liberation of Stalag XVIII C, Markt Pongau 

         
 
                  Stalag XVIII C, Markt Pongau after the German surrender 
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Newly liberated at Markt Pongau – George Brown front right 
               

 

 Waiting it out at Salzburg airfield 
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Transport & accommodation was provided 

 

   

Leaving Salzburg at last 
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Boarding cards please - this USAAF Dakota transport probably took its passengers to 
northern France on their first leg home 

 

 
 

Not exactly Business Class but it’ll do! 


