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POST-GREECE 
 

Driver Cyril Crawford, 211 Coy RASC 
 

Continuing from Grand-daughter Sue Lawrence’s website: 

Wolfsberg, Austria 

Stalag 18a at Wolfsburg was a clearing camp and any persons below the rank of NCO / WO were sent 

out to work in working parties (Arbeitskommando) that were based in smaller camps in the surrounding 

areas. Over 300 working parties were attached to Stalag 18a many consisting of small groups of between 

15 and 50 prisoners. 

 

Photo taken as Cyril entered the Stalag 18a POW camp in Wolfsberg 

19/6/1941 

An official letter was sent to Florence Crawford on this date saying that Cyril was posted as missing on 

28/4/1941. 

20/6/1941 

Postcard sent to Florence from Cyril. This is a pre-printed postcard saying that he is a prisoner of war and 

will write soon. This card is postmarked and then stamped by the Red Cross. There is a date stamp on 

30/6/1941 and a second postmark in Geneva, Switzerland on 3/7/1941. 

6/8/1941 

“Left Edling (Spittal A.D. Drau)”. From a postcard showing the “view from our barracks at Edling” dated 6th 

August 1941. 

http://www.jamieandsue.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Grandad-Stalag-18a-small.jpg
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This camp was based on raised ground above the village of Edling (Now a suburb of Spittal a. d. Drau). 

The barracks were an existing building and not the temporary wooden huts we are used to seeing in the 

camps. The Abr. Kdo. number of this camp is not known but a Red Cross report from this camp tells that 

the prisoners were working on a road construction. About this time the new B100 road was constructed 

through the Drau Valley and it is thought that the prisoners were employed in this work. 

(Also on this date a letter was sent from the army records centre to Florence Crawford confirming that 

Cyril was a Prisoner of War at the British POW camp at Corinthia, Greece. It looks like the official records 

ran some way behind the times due to the time taken for information to reach the official channels from 

abroad.) 

Work Camp Edling-Spittal 
 

Date of visit: 29 August 1941 

Location: Edling-Spittal 

Man of Confidence: Sergeant Major G Jory 

Number of men: 72 

This camp is situated close to Stalag XVIIIB. The prisoners work on a new automobile road. They work 
from 7.00 am to 12.00 noon and from 1.00 pm to 6.00 pm, in all ten hours a day. Saturday afternoon and 
Sunday are free. The work is stated not to be too hard or dangerous. 

The prisoners are lodged in former 'Arbeitsdienst' barracks situated close to the work place. They are 
living about 20 in each room furnished with double tier steel beds, cupboards, tables and chairs. Each 
man had two blankets. They use the dormitories also as sitting rooms as there is no dining room or 
recreation room. 

There is a special wash and shower room and warm showers are provided twice a week. The latrine of 
the pit type was kept in good order. 

The kitchen is also used for preparing food for the civilian workers employed in the same work. The food 
for the prisoners is, however, prepared separately. The food was stated by the prisoners to be 'not too 
bad'. It was stated by the German camp leader that the prisoners receive the additional food ration given 
to 'heavy workers', and that they usually could have two portions of every meal if they wanted it. The meat 
ration was stated to be about 600 grams per man per week and the bread ration 500 grams per day. 

A man belonging to the British sanitary personnel is situated in this camp. The health conditions were said 
to be good. 

The prisoners had as yet received only one uniform, one pair of underwear and one pair of shoes. For 
washing the prisoners had been able to buy some soap in the canteen. It was, however, stated that the 
monthly soap ration which is issued free of charge, has been ordered. 

Working pay of RM 4.20 is paid regularly once a week. 

The canteen used by the civilian workers as well as by the prisoners was rather well stocked with toilet 
articles, pipes, etc. Beer is seldom provided but lemonade is for sale. Each man can buy up to 150 French 
cigarettes per month at a price of 2.5 Rpf a piece. 
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The free space inside the fences is rather small for real exercise. A court for volley tennis had however 
been arranged. The Embassy representatives suggested that it ought to be possible for the prisoners to 

be taken for a walk on Sundays outside the camp and the accompanying officers promised to try to 
arrange this. There were no books, playing cards or games. It was promised that some playing cards 
would be provided in the canteen. Wishes for musical instruments were expressed. There is no religious 
activity. 

So far the prisoners have been allowed to send four post cards or letters a month. One Red Cross parcel 
for each man has already arrived from the base camp. 

The small camp unit is not bad, and when mail, parcels, books etc. start to arrive, these prisoners will 
probably be quite satisfied with the conditions in the camp. 

Feb 1942 

Believed to be present in a work camp at Gmund, Austria. (see pictures of playing cards with good luck 

messages from fellow prisoners) 

Work Camp  Gmünd 
 

Location: Gmünd 
Type of work: Unknown 
Man of Confidence: Unknown 
Number of Men: 54 approx. 
Known to be present 
 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

John Bates       Bishop Aukland, Co. Durham 

Jack Bloxham Spr RE 1446 Coventry 

A.S. Brown Dvr RASC 1341? London 

P.R. Cansick Gnr RA 1108 London 

R.H. Chatwin Gnr RA 828 Hull 

P.G. Clark Gnr RA 1104 London 

James W. Codner Dvr RE 1287 Devon; also 10196/L 

Fred A. Coleman Gnr RA 1105 London 

Cyril Crawford  Dvr RASC 1428 also 11079/GW, 10106/GW 

D.J. (John) Eatherton Gnr RA 618 Cambs. 

R Ellis Pte? B&H? 1135? London 

Richard E Firth Sgmn R Sigs 927 Sussex 

Davie Fulton Tpr RAC 1416 Paisley, Scot. 

G.T. George Gnr   883 Wairarapai, NZ 

Alfred Handy Spr RE 1171 Birmingham; also 11079/GW 

Sydney Harrison Dvr? RASC? 1085? Derbyshire 

George Leslie Hill Spr   529 Motueka, NZ 

E.W. Hiscox       Derbyshire 

George Holt       Birmingham 

Kenneth Hough Pte RASC 1232 Essex; also 11079/GW 

J Howarth       Blackpool 

Joseph Hughes     1106 or 1116 Wigan 

E.W. Hunt       Fife, Scot. 

John Jones Gnr RA 1101 London 

http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/wc10196L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/lawrance/cyrilcrawford.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/wc11079gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/wc10106gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/wc11079gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/wc11079gw.html
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William James Judges Cpl H.Q. 6 Div. AASC 994 Perth, Aust. 

James Kennedy       Liverpool 

Fred Keys       Lancs 

W.H. King Gnr RA 1087 London 

H.W. (Jim) Lambeth Pte   826 Wellington, NZ 

Richard Lane L/Cpl RE 1343 Liverpool 

George Lawrence Pte 18 Int. Trg. Bde. 871 Queensland, Aust.; also 10049/GW 

Allan McLean Lowther Spr NZ Eng. 885 Aukland, NZ; died 12.7.43 

Jack Lunan Pte RAOC 910   

Chris Marlow Dvr RASC 1489 London 

Thomas Marsden Pte Cam. H. 1216 Scotland 

T Martin Gnr RA 1103 London 

D Morrow Spr RE 1271 Glasgow 

Roger Newhall Cpl RE 804 Scotland 

John O'Brien Tpr RAC 1279 Falkirk, Scot. 

John R Pringle   RASC 1282 Northumberland 

James Quinn Pte   100 Wellington, NZ 

J Redford Gnr RA 897 Lancs. 

L Rees     672? Staffs. 

R.F. Rewcastle Dvr R Sigs 973 Co. Durham 

John R Samuels Pte   837 Wellington, NZ 

H Screeton Spr RE 1076 Manchester 

Charles A. Shaw Spr RE 1030 Doncaster 

T.R. Smith       Yorks. 

A Taylor       Scotland 

T.F. Thomas Pte RA 1040 Swansea 

C.W. Vickery Tpr RAC 1350 Bournemouth 

S Watson Pte RAVC 640 Lancs. 

S.C. White Dvr RASC 14611461 London 

J.C. Wilson Gnr RA 10771077 London 

Most of the above names come from a deck of cards brought back by Dvr Cyril Crawford, RASC. 
Information kindly supplied by Sue Lawrance, his granddaughter. Pictures of the playing cards and more 
details of Cyril's wartime experiences can be found at Jamie and Sue's Website. 

After February 1942 

Moved to Arb. Kdo. no 10106. This work camp was based in the village of Ferndorf in Austria and the 

prisoners worked in a Heraklit factory in the village. The factory is still operational today. 

21/5/1942 

Diagnosed with an abscess of the left ear 

24/5/1942 

Moved to Spittal A.D. Drau Hospital for treatment. (Taken from German POW records for Stalag 18a). 

This camp was used throughout the war first designated as Stalag 18B later Stalag 18A/Z for military 

prisoners and Ilag 18 for civilian prisoners. 

15/7/1942 

Moved back to work camp 10106 at Ferndorf. 

http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/wc10049gw.html
http://www.jamieandsue.co.uk/
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From Ian Brown;s “Stalag 18A” website: 
 

Work Camp  10106 GW 
 

Location: Ferndorf 

Type of work: Heraklith factory 

Man of Confidence: Staff Sgt Erwin Stray 

Number of Men: 50 

Known to be present 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

Albert Stanley Brown Dvr RASC 1341 Also 288/GW  

Harry Edwin Coxell   Royal Navy 1010 HMS Gloucester 

Cyril Crawford Dvr RASC 1428 Also 11079/GW  

Davie Fulton Tpr RAC 1416 Paisley, Scotland; also 10391/GW  

George Stanford Leadbetter Dvr RASC 1236 Also 11079/GW  

Erwin D. Stray S Sgt Hamp. 1299 Transferred to Stalag 383 

(Details kindly provided by Sue Lawrance, Cyril Crawford's granddaughter, and Angela Ashworth, 
daughter of George Leadbetter.)  Photos taken in June 1942. 
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International Red Cross inspection report: 

Date of visit: 3 June 1942 

General Description 
In this camp are 50 British POWs, 8 of whom are in the hospital at present. All the men are working in a 
heraklit factory. They are working in two shifts of 8 hours. 14 of the men on odd jobs work for 10 hours a 
day. They all have Sundays free. The pay is the regular 4.20 RM weekly with bonus for a good job. There 
had been some accidents, as several of the men are working at sawing machines, which once the men 
are used to it, cannot be considered a dangerous job.  

Interior arrangement 
These are satisfactory with sufficient free space. There is a garden in which the prisoners can spend all 
their free time. This garden is surrounded by barbed wire.  

Bathing and washing facilities 
The sanitary installations are sufficient. Hot showers can be had daily in the factory. 

Food and Cooking 
The food is prepared in common for the civilian workers and the prisoners in the factory canteen. They all 
receive a small extra ration for "long working hours".  

Medical attention and sickness 
The Man of Confidence is a qualified sanitator and takes care of the medical attention. Of the 8 men in 
hospital at present, 2 were said to be acute appendicitis, 2 otitis media, and 4 small industrial accidents. 
None of the cases were considered serious. The general health conditions were considered good.  

Clothing 
Satisfactory.  

Laundry 

Recreation and exercise 
There were only about 40 books in the camp and no games or sports equipment.  All these things had 
already been asked for at the Stalag but the matter will also be brought to the attention of the YMCA.  

Mail 
Mail is coming in alright and so are private parcels. Red Cross parcels have so far arrived in sufficient 
number.  

Welfare work 
There is in this camp a young sailor from HMS Gloucester. His name and number are Harry Edwin 
COXELL, Navy number DGX/162661, POW number 1010, Stalag XVIIIA. He has no papers to prove 
himself belonging to the Royal Navy and therefore has in vain asked to be transferred to Marlag & Milag. 
It would be useful to receive an identity card from the British Government, but the matter will immediately 
be taken up with the German High Command.  

Complaints 
There were no complaints.  

General impression 
Considered quite a good camp.  
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Date Unknown 

Moved to Abr. Kdo no 11079, Mallnitz or Obervallach, Austria, working in a cement works. Both camps 

were given the designation 11079 but research points to the fact that Cyril was based at Obervellach 

where the prisoners were first working in a cement works and later in a electricity power station. 

Pictures taken at Obervellach show both Cyril and the camp’s man of confidence G S Leadbetter standing 

against lines of concrete slabs. The slabs look like they could have been used in the building of railway 

platforms amongst other uses. 

The power stations were plentiful in this area of the Moll valley where water was taken from the lakes in 

the mountains through pipes to run turbines in the generating stations. Obervellach has two such stations 

one on each side of the valley taking water from the mountains by separate pipelines. 

Work Camps* 11079 GW 
 

*Two separate Work Camps had the designation 11079/GW.  One camp was at Mallnitz  and the 
other, 9 km away, at Obervellach.  I have grouped the POW names and photographs together. 

Known to be present 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

J.S. Bithell Gnr RA 702   

J.T. Collingwood Gnr RA 732   

Cyril Crawford Dvr RASC 1428 Also 10106/GW  

T.C. (Taffy) Easter Pte RAVC 1294 Also 10196/L  

Edward Earl Good Dvr RASC 7606 captured Kalamata; also 10084/GW  

C. Grouber         

E.G. Hadley Dvr RE 1253   

L.A. (Alfred) Handley Spr RE 1065   

J. Hargreaves Sgmn R Sigs 729   

Kenneth A. Hough Pte RASC 1232 Essex; transf'd to Stalag 357 

G. Jamieson Spr RE 1070   

J. King Dvr RASC 1205   

George Stanford Leadbetter Dvr RASC 1236 MOC Obervellach; also 10106/GW  

Chris E. Marlow Dvr RASC 1489 London 

F.L. Marryat Pte   993 New Zealand 

P. Millard         

G.H. Morrall Dvr RE 1230   

David Thomas O'Connor Pte   7519 New Zealand; also 11086/GW, 10084/GW  

Robert Oyston Tpr RAC 1291 MOC Mallnitz 

R.L. Palmer Gnr RA 803   

Herbert J.G. Panther Pte   976 New Zealand; also Maltatal 

Cecil George Pitcher Spr RE 1401   

George Scholes Dvr RE 1129 Esher, Surrey 

M.W. Seaman Gnr RA 844   

J. Simpson         

W. Thomson         

H.W. Timms Gnr RA 878 Transf'd to Stalag 8A 

S.C. White Dvr RASC 1461 London 

P. Williams         

R. Williams         
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(Photographs kindly provided by Sue Lawrance, granddaughter of Cyril Crawford, Geoffrey Pitcher, son of 
Cecil Pitcher and Angela Ashworth, daughter of George Leadbetter. The pictures were more likely taken 
at Obervellach rather than Mallnitz.) 

   

     G.S.Leadbetter             Leadbetter and Scholes 

 Obervellach 

Group 1, Cyril identified 
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Obervellach Group 2 
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Cyril and cement paving stones 
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International Red Cross inspection report 

1. Mallnitz 

Date of visit: 19 May 1943 

Type of work: cement factory 

Man of Confidence: Tpr Robert Oyston, RAC 

Number of men: 28 

General Description 
This camp has never been visited before. It is situated on the Tauern railway line just outside the small 
resort of Mallnitz in Eastern Tyrol (about 1120 meters above sea level). The climate is healthy and the 
scenery rather beautiful. The POWs work in a cement factory making concrete blocks. 

Interior arrangement 
There are two sleeping rooms with double tier beds of the wooden type; one of the rooms holds 5 and the 
other 22 men. The lighting is satisfactory. Each POW has 3 blankets. 

Bathing and washing facilities 
The washing facilities are not quite satisfactory as there only 2 basins for the 28 men. The Delegate of the 
Protecting Power was told that an application for more washing bowls had already been made last 
October but so far none had been delivered; he then suggested that the POWs should be allowed to 
make their own bowls out of cement and this proposal was accepted. 

Shortly before the visit of the Delegate to this camp, the POWs were allowed for the first time to have 
showers at the nearby railway-police barrack and they very much would like this arrangement to continue. 
The Camp Leader was therefore requested to arrange showers twice weekly at the police barracks and 
report the result of his negotiation to the Accompanying Officer until May 29th, 1943. 

Toilet facilities 
These are adequate but too near the sleeping quarters. It was therefore arranged that the walls of the WC 
should be lined with cardboard or any other material preventing odour penetrating the sleeping quarters. 

Food and Cooking 
The food was said to be adequate and equally so the facilities for the cooking of private food. 

Medical attention and sickness 
Medical attention is more or less satisfactory, the only complaint being that the POWs always have to wait 
such a long time until the doctor can see them. However, it was explained to them that this also applies to 
the civilian population as many doctors have been called up. Otherwise this arrangement works quite well, 
the POWs decide themselves whether they wish to see the doctor or not. Serious cases of illness are sent 
to the hospital at Spittal. The POWs are asking for a thermometer and the Commando Leader was asked 
to make an application. Dental treatment is also in the hands of this doctor and equally satisfactory. 

Clothing 
Each man has two uniforms. Everything in order. 

Laundry 
There does not seem to be enough wood at the disposal of the POWs for heating the boiler. The Camp 
Leader declared that they receive the normal ration. 

Money and Pay 
The POWs are paid every two weeks; they receive 70 Pfgs. a day. 
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Canteen 
There is no canteen in this camp but the POWs can buy beer. In the past the Man of Confidence has 
been able to go shopping in Mallnitz, but lately this has been stopped. The Commando Leader explained 
to the Delegate that this was due to the fact that now there was nothing to be bought in the village. 

Religious activity 
The POWs would welcome a visit by a padre. They were told that probably they will be visited in the near 
future by a padre from Stalag. 

Recreation and exercise 
The POWs have everything they require to play rugby, football or cricket but they have no place just at the 
moment to play. The Accompanying Officer promised to discuss the matter with the Kompaniefuhrer with 
the view that the POWs should, as they have done now and then in the past, be allowed to use the 
playing field of the railway police nearby. 

Mail 
The mail arrivals are not at all regular. It is sent to the main camp at Obervellach and from there to this 
camp. 

Welfare work 
YMCA: needles and records. 

Complaints 
The POWs complain that their kitbags have been taken away by the German guards and that they have 
nowhere to put their personal belongings now. The Accompanying Officer explained that this was merely 
a preventative measure in view of recent escapes. 

General impression 
This is not a bad camp and once the facilities for sports are again granted the POWs will probably feel 
quite happy. 

 

2. Obervellach 

Date of visit: 19 May 1943 

Type of work: digging & cement work 

Man of Confidence: Dvr G.S. Leadbetter, POW 1236 

Number of Men: 24 

General Description 
The camp is situated in the Moll valley in Eastern Tyrol with fine views of the mountain ranges. The 
prisoners of war occupy pleasant but overcrowded quarters, which indeed was the only complaint put 
forward to the Delegate of the Protecting Power. 

Interior arrangement 
As far as the interior arrangements are concerned, the prisoners of war had no complaint apart from the 
overcrowding. However, work for the transfer of several men into new quarters has already started and 
will be completed within the next few days. They have a large pleasant day- and dining-room and sleep in 
wooden double tier beds with two blankets each. 

Bathing and washing facilities 
Satisfactory. 
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Toilet facilities 
Satisfactory. 
 
Food and Cooking 
Adequate. 
 
Medical attention and sickness 
Any sick prisoner of war goes to the local civilian doctor with whom they are very satisfied. POW Hadley, 
No. 1253 is at present in hospital on account of a working accident, but his condition is satisfactory. 
 
Clothing 
All the men possess two uniforms. 
 
Laundry 
The prisoners do their own laundry. 
 
Money and Pay 
No complaint; they receive the usual pay of 70 Rpfgs. 
 
Canteen 
There is no canteen. 
 
Religious activity 
So far the POWs have not been visited by a padre and would welcome a visit. They were informed that 
Stalag 18A/Z is arranging this. 
 
Recreation and exercise 
The POWs have a good football field at their disposal and are generally satisfied with the existing 
arrangements for exercise. During summer they will be allowed to swim in the nearby river. They would 
welcome a fresh supply of books, needles and records from the YMCA. 
 
Mail 
The mail is coming in very poorly. 
 
Welfare work 
In order. 
Complaints 
Apart from the overcrowding there was no complaint. 
 
General impression 
This is a good camp and the prisoners appear to be a happy crowd. 
 

 
 

Later International Red Cross inspection report: 

 
Date of visit: 19 November 1943 
 
Number of Men: 36 
 
The POWs had no complaints except the roof which is leaking but will be repaired the very next days as 
the material has already arrived. The men work for a power station and are well treated and correctly paid. 
This is a good camp. 
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10/6/1945 

POW Germany. (taken from military records) 

11/6/1945 

Arrived back in U.K. (Taken from military records) 

28/1/1946 

Discharged from Military Service. (Taken from military records) 

  

Note from Sue Lawrence, to whom the Archivist is greatly indebted for most of this entry: 

This is not the end of the story as this page will be updated as more notes are read and the information 

pieced together. Keep a lookout for the gallery which we will endeavour to fill with Cyril’s photographs and 

an unusual memento of his prison life the playing cards each with a special message from one of his 

fellow prisoners. 

Click to view Playing Cards. 

 

http://www.jamieandsue.co.uk/?page_id=255

