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POST-GREECE 
 

2nd Lieutenant Charles (“CWB”) Bryant, RA 
 

Summary 
 
Timeline 
 
1941 (cont’d) 
 

• 5 June: CWB writes home saying he has got back safely (amused to learn that, thinking he was in 
North Africa, his family had written ‘glad you aren’t in Greece’!) 

• July: CWB sent on a mysterious trip to Palestine for an all arms training course (this is the time of 
the Syrian Campaign when the Germans temporarily threatened the Middle East) 

• August: Promoted to full Lieutenant. 

• September: In hospital with sandfly fever. 

• November/December: On active service in the desert. 
 
1942 

• January: Spent New Year in a secret desert location. 

• February: Back at base near Cairo; whilst there his Captain (Mike Fisher) was captured by 
Rommel’s Germans; about this time it was learnt that Singapore had fallen (CWB was worried 
about his cousin Veronica1) 

• March: On leave in Cairo. 

• May-July: Posted to Training Wing, RA Base.  

• 28 Sept: Left TAHAG for Western Desert, commanding ‘B’ Troop, No 2 Composite Battery, 4th 
(Durham) Survey Regiment; now acting Captain 

• 1 Oct: Major Curtis joins the regiment 

• Oct: El Mrier, where the troop located enemy batteries but also information on location of enemy 
camps, movements and concentrations of vehicles, locations of enemy (surveying) towers, planes 
taking off and landing etc.; another duty was calibrating own artillery units by observing fall of shot  

• 23 October: El Alamein (The second battle of El Alamein which was preceded by a terrific artillery 
attack) [Montgomery note Number 1]; CWB’s troop had obtained 15 locations and carried out 10 
ranging shoots prior the battle; in action from 23 October to 5 November (in which period the 
troop had located a total of 44 enemy batteries), 30 enemy tanks were observed on 24 October 

• 8 Nov: Following 3 days rest, moved to Daba (several men from the troop were hospitalised due 
to jaundice) 

• 17 Nov: Moved to Fuka 

• 22 Nov: Moved on ‘desert journey’ into Cyrenaica via Sidi Barrani [captured by Eighth Army on 9 
November just prior to the recapture of Tobruk] 

• November: Movments including stops at Rid Capuzzo, El Adem, ‘Knightsbridge’, Tengeder, Msus, 
Agedabya (2 nights), Magrum there following 3 days rest 

• November: Promoted to [Acting] Captain 

• 2 Dec: Deployed to Mersa el Brega  [Montgomery note Number 2 dated 12.11.42 describing fight 
from Egpyt into Libya] 

• 25 December: “Marble Arch” [Montgomery note Number 3] 
 
1943 

• January: Beurat et Hsan, Misurata, Zliten, Homs [Montgomery note Number 3b, 12 January] 

• 8 February: Tripoli (Tripoli was captured on 23 January) [Montgomery note Number 4] 

• 12 Feb: Near Homs 

• 20 Feb: Medinine 

• 22 Feb: Metameur where there was good visibility of the Mareth area and the Western plain 

• 27 Feb: Mareth 

• 2 Mar: Metameur where the enemy attacked (from the Mareth defensive line) 6 March  

 
1 She fled the Japanese invasion eventually arriving in South Africa having lost all her possessions, her mother 

following separately. She was married in Rhodesia in July 1942. 



 2 

• 23 March: Left base for Medenine, Tunisia arriving 27 March (This was just after the Battle of 
Mareth, concluded 23 March, whose aim was to overcome the Mareth Line, a fortified defensive 
position originally built by the French to defend against attacks by Italy from Libya but later used 
by the Axis to defend against the British advance). [Montgomery notes Number 5, 6] 

• 29 March: Gabes  [Montgomery note Number 7, 20 March] 

• 10 April: Sfax 

• 12 April: Sousse; met up with Free French troops from the West around then 

• End April: Enfidaville, where the troop received radio training 

• 7 May: Tunis (the day the British liberated Tunis); during recuperation period, visited Algiers on 24 
hours leave; about this time he was formally promoted to Captain 

• 7 July: Embarked at Sfax for Sicily [Montgomery notes Number 8, 9] 

• 10 July: Arrived about 1200 at Pachino Bay, Sicily (disembarking after a day’s delay) – this is 
situated on the southern most tip of Sicily [The invasion of Sicily, Operation Husky, was the 
prelude to the assault on Europe, a joint operation with the US but also involving Canadian forces] 

• 14 July: Buccheri, the troop being in action 24 days out of the first 30 days of this campaign, 
driving towards Catania on the East coast, a new technical feature was the use of radio 
overcoming the recurrent problem of communication (land)lines being cut and enabling a proper 
HQ to be established with (human) computers and telephonists (this avoided observation posts 
sending reports directly to the Counter Battery Officer) 

• 16 July: Scordia 

• 19 July: Ramacca (on the hills overlooking Gerbini), with the observation posts ‘probably being 
closer to the front than ever before’; CWB moved to the Northern sector (Centuripe) 28 July; the 
troop observed much troop movement, the result of own bombing of enemy heavy batteries and 
also a tank battle; on the last night many large fires were observed and reported as the enemy 
appeared to be blowing up his ammunition dumps prior to retreating northwards 

• 4 August: Muglia with 51 Highland Division covering the Biancaville area near Catania, ending the 
first part of the campaign (in the second phase, driving towards Messina, the troop was in action 
44 days out of 56) 

• 13 August: Etna 

• 15 August: bypassed Taormina in a boat trip from Riposto to Scaletto [extraordinary letter from 
the mayor of a Sicilian village, 16 August] 

• 18 August: Just South of Messina (overlooking Straits of Messina and observing the Italian 
mainland 20 miles away) first establishing a base at Tremestieri and then a second on the hills 
above the main coast road (which had been blown up); points on the mainland could be fixed with 
an accuracy of 10m; some difficulties were found because the enemy now appeared to be using 
almost flashless weaponry making observation even at night difficult; a party from 3 Survey 
Regiment appeared to undertake experiments with cameras (to complement observation by 
human eyesight) 

• 3 September: Montgomery visit [Montgomery note 10] 

• End November: Took ship for home 

• 11 December: Arrived England for Christmas leave. 
 
1944 

• 5 January: Dedham, Essex 

• 24 January: Larkhill, Wiltshire (Artillery training school) 

• 22 February: Sister Angela’s wedding to John Dancy 

• February-May: Larkhill (Royal Artillery school), Beaconsfield, Norfolk, Cromer, Clacton (before D-
Day) 

• 12 June (D-Day + 6)2: landed on Gold Beach with 30 Corps, moved towards Arromanches-les-
Bains, France via Tilly sur Seulles [There is an excellent museum at Arromanches 
commemorating this] 

• 13 June: Villers-Bocage (the bocage was the infamous terrain East of St Lo, consisting of thick 
hedgerows that gave perfect defensive positions and were solid enough to stop tanks so that a 
handful of men with grenades and anti-tank rockets could hold up a battalion; it took a month of 
bitter fighting, with the Americans in thick of it, to break out of the bocage) 

 
2 There are two accounts of this period in Dad’s handwriting, one labelled XXX Corps and a more detailed one 

labelled 30 Corps. First letter from France dated 15 June. Landing date confirmed (as his mother’s birthday) in letter 

of 15 July 1944 also in history of the regiment where he is named explicitly as leading ‘S’ sound ranging troop. John 

Dancy landed (separately) on same day. 
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• 25 July: Caumont-l’Evente 

• 7 August: Aunay-sur-Odon (this location is only about 40km from the landing site) 

• 16 August: Flers (West of Falaise) 

• 26 August: Evreux and Vernon (just south of Rouen) after going through the Falaise Gap. (The 
battle of the Falaise Gap, also known as the Falaise Pocket and Chambois Pocket, took place in 
the area between the four cities of Trun, Argentan, Vimoutiers and Chambois near Falaise in 
which the remnants of the German Wehrmacht (Army) were trapped and effectively destroyed as 
a fighting force after the pocket was closed on 21 August). 

• End August: Amiens and Tournai, Belgium (Paris was liberated 25 August and the Germans had 
left France by the end of August) 

• 3 September: Brussels (the day when Brussels was liberated) 

• 17 September: Towards Eindhoven, Holland then Veghel and Grave just South of Nijmegen [the 
bridge at Veghel was captured by the 101st Parachute Infantry Regiment during the partially 
successful Market Garden operation] 

• 20-25 September: Malden south of Nijmegen [Nijmegen was liberated 19 September], part of 
CWB’s troop moved forward to provide recce over the Rhine to enable fire support to 1st Airbone 
Division holding the Arnhem bridgehead 

• 25 September to 1 October: Valburg (on the island), ‘narrow escape’ on 1 Oct when CWB HQ 
was shelled, evacuated to Slijk-Ewijk 

• 2 – 7 October: Oosterhout 

• 17 October: Andelst, looking North/North West from Nijmegen covering 130 degrees of the front 
then short rest period at Mook 

• 23 October – 8 November: Elst then Reichswald forest, on the West bank of the River Rhine 

• 9-18 November: Amstenrade and on to Brunssum for Operation Clipper supporting XXX Corps 
against Geilenkirchen (4km inside the Dutch border) 

• 21 November – 20 December: Gangelt, Germany (Gilrath base near Geilenkirchen) [withdrawn 
due to the German counter-offensive in the Ardennes] 

• 21 – 31 December: Otrange, Belgium (15km North West of Liege) after a move of c100km 
Westwards (via St George on the Maas) intended to provide a defensive line along the Meuse 

 
1945 

• 2 January: Namur, stopping at a large hotel near Lustin on the Meuse 

• 3 January – 11 January: Serinchamps then Marche-en-Famennes, Ardennes3 [the Battle of 
Ardennes, also known as the Battle of the Bulge took place between 16 December 1944 and 25 
January 1945 and was a major German counter-offensive but it was relatively quiet where CWB 
was located] 

• 18 January: Holsbeek, near Louvain to prepare for Operation Veritable (attack through 
Reichswald Forest) 

• 26 January: Waanroij, close to the River Maas, stopping at Staartwijk 

• 28 January: Rijkevoort [CWB went on leave to England around this time, returned by 10 February] 

• 13 February: Geennep (over the River Maas) 

• 17 February: Venn 

• 20 February: Hassum 

• 28 February: Goch (South East of Nijmegen inside Germany) 

• Venlo on the River Maas (Germany-Belgium border) then Geldern, Germany (Operation Aintree 
was an attack on the German bridgehead west of the Meuse near Venlo, which proved to be an 
unexpectedly protracted affair; Venlo was finally liberated on 1 March). 

• 10 March: Bonninghorst then Calcar Base just West of the Rhine 

• 12 – 28 March: Operation Plunder crossing the Rhine (CWB was ‘mentioned in dispatches’ as a 
result of the success of this operation); Rhine crossed 23/24 March starting from Calcar Base 
[see separate 2 page summary of this operation]4 

• 26 March: On the Rhine at Wesel inside Germany 

 
3 This is the extent of Part 1 of CWB’s after action report on operations in Western Europe (starting 12 June 1944) 

written as officer commanding ‘S’ sound ranging troop, part of 48 Brigade which was largely deployed in support of 

XXX Corps. This troop was particularly successful (compared with their flash spotting colleagues) as a result of the 

very wooded terrain. The report describes each of the moves and bases set up, together with technical details on 

deployments and location results at each base. 
4 The official regimental history records that Winston Churchill used the flash spotting base near Calcar and his 

experience is written up in Volume VI of his treatise on the Second World War. 
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• 13 April: Schwaforden, initially ordered to guard a captured enemy ammunition dump 

• 18 April: Vechta guarding POW hospital, acting under orders of the Military Governor 

• 21 April: Bremen 

• 26 April: Belmenhorst 

• 2 May: Bevern (‘enemy opposite the Corps surrendered 4 May’) via Selsingen 

• 7 May: Sandbostel (aka Stalag X B) to guard concentration camp 

• 8 May: CWB asked to be Unit Education Officer 

• 10 May: CWB Mention in Dispatches published in London Gazette (Issue 37072) 

• 9 June: Zeven transit camp 

• 23 June: Barleycorn M.I.D. 

• July: 3 days leave in Brussels 

• 10 August: Leave in UK 

• 25 October: Release leave. 

• December: in Cambridge studying 
 
1946 

• May: 4th Survey Regiment demobilised 
 
1950 

• 1 April: Joined Retired Army Reserve Officers (RARO) with honorary rank of Captain (substantive 
rank of Lieutenant) liable to call up until aged 55 (1973); key figure in Repton School’s Combined 
Cadet Force (CCF) mainly in back office roles such as Treasurer 

 
1962 

• Awarded Territorial Army Efficiency Decoration for services to CCF at Repton (published in 
London Gazette 18 September 1962) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Major William Bryant, 4th (Durham) Survey Regiment, T.A. (124825) 

Star for Defence of  
Britain (1939-45) 

Africa Star + 8th Army  
Clasp (1941-42) 

Italy Star incl. Sicily  
Invasion (1943) 

France / Germany 
 (1944-45) 

Victory Medal  
(more correctly 39-45 
War Medal) + Clasp 

for  
Mention in Dispatches 

(1945) 

Greek Campaign Medal  
(1941) 

Territorial Army Long  

Service Award (1962) 


