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GREEK CAMPAIGN 
 

Agent Helias ‘Louis’ Doundoulakis, SOE & OSS 
 

From The New York Times 
March 8, 2016 
 
Paid Notice: Deaths  
 
DOUNDOULAKIS, HELIAS "LOUIS" 
 
Mr Doundoulakis was still in high school when Axis forces invaded Crete in 1941.  Nevertheless, he joined 
the Cretan resistance movement and worked directly under English Intelligence with the legendary 
saboteur and author Patrick Leigh Fermor.  His friendship with Leigh Fermor would serve as a catalyst for 
his future role in the OSS.  Eventually, Doundoulakis fled, hiding in the Cretan mountains for a month.  He 
finally escaped to Egypt on a torpedo boat provided by Leigh Fermor.  Billeted in the Special Operations 
Executives' lavish villa in Cairo, he was trained as a saboteur and then enlisted in the American Army.  He 
was transferred to the OSS and was assigned to the SI, "Special Intelligence" section.  Doundoulakis was 
trained for six months in the OSS' 'Spy School'.  
 
After completion of his training, and armed with only a .32 cal. pistol and 150 gold sovereigns in a nylon 
belt, he set up a phony business which he used to send messages to Cairo by a wireless radio he 
smuggled into Greece, hidden in a can of olive oil.  He was the only American spy in Salonica from March 
to December 1944, sending over 400 encrypted messages.  With his wireless radio in plain view, he sent 
these messages from a blown-out textile factory once owned by prominent Greek Jews and had resolved 
to take a cyanide capsule to end his life if caught.  One such message brought a squadron of American B-
25's to that city, destroying a trainload of troops scheduled to leave.  On another occasion, the Germans 
leaked intelligence intending to trap him by triangulating his position but he escaped.  Continuously 
hunted by the Germans, he fabricated stories and remained cool-headed, fooling the Germans and even 
the Greeks.  

           
 

  Leigh Fermor (centre) with fellow SOE and Resistance members in    The Cretan Runner’s surname 
  Crete in May ’44 preparing to (successfully) kidnap General Kreipe     was actually ‘Psychoundakis’ 
         (but what a strange coincidence) 


