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GREEK CAMPAIGN 
 

Major Julian Frederic Doelberg, Royal Engineers 
 

From CWGC: 
 
“On the setting up of the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers he transferred to this unit and was 
eventually posted to Crete with a reduction in rank to captain for a special mission. This is understood to 
be the demolition of bridges and other installations to delay the advance of the German forces during the 
Allied evacuation. * 
 
During this evacuation he was killed on 29th April 1941 by the Axis strafing of a boat in which he was 
repairing the engine in order that more Allied servicemen could leave.” 
 
 
*Archivist’s Note: Two mysteries here: 
 i) The Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers were not founded until 1 October 1942, long after 
his death.  (No idea why this erroneous statement is included.) 
ii) “the demolition of bridges and other installations to delay the advance of the German forces 
during the Allied evacuation” sounds much more relevant, necessary and apposite to the military 
requirements rapidly developing in Greece than to those in Crete.  After all, the ultimate surrender of 
Allied forces was made at Kalamata on the morning of 29th April 1941.  Crete wasn’t finally abandoned 
until 1st June. 
 
Furthermore, in 1941 it was his own Regiment, the Royal Engineers, who were responsible for the 
demolition of bridges and other installations.  If he had been deployed in this way, following the withdrawal 
down through Greece to delay the advancing German Army, he would eventually have ended up in or 
near Kalamata.  This would satisfactorily account for the location and timing of his death whilst attempting 
to sail a boat down the coast of the Mani peninsula on 29th April 1941. 
 
Further detail on the exact circumstances of Major Doelberg’s death are provided by (a lady signing 
herself) P Kompiliri in a communication with the Brotherhood of Veterans of the Greek Campaign.  His 
researches uncovered the following information gathered from local Mani inhabitants: 
 

On April 29th, 1941 a boat with British soldiers was bombed and sunk in Kaminia (Delfinia) 

beach near Stoupa.  Seven died (they were buried on the beach and then at the Proastion 

Cemetery) and about twenty survived (were later captured by Germans). About 7 British soldiers 

were murdered a few dates later in Kastania and were also buried in Proastion.  

 

Out of the 14 (at least) buried in my village, I have been able to find the names of only 5: 

Charles William Sheppard, 34 yrs. Australian, private, died on 26.4.41 

Julian Frederic Doelberg, 39 yrs. English, Major, died on 29.4.41  

Donald Archibald Berry, 24 yrs. Australian, driver, died on 6.5.41 

Murray Moore, 29 yrs., Australian, private, died on 6.5.41 

William Andrew Salter, 25 yrs., Australian, private, died on 6.5.41 

 

I have gotten the above info from English, Australian and New Zealand archives. Could you help 

me to find out who were the rest that were buried in our cemetery? Did you by any chance know 

Major Doelberg? 
 
Archivist’s Note 1: Once again mysterious errors crop up, possibly just a simple typo.  Charles 
William Sheppard presumably died on the day of the attack i.e. 29th as did Major Doelberg, not 26th as 
stated above.  In addition, it could be that those who are quoted as dying on 6 May were some of those 
“murdered a few days later in Kastania and were also buried at Proastion”. 
 
Archivist’s Note 2: In May 2017 Janet Parkin and her husband visited Proastion and the surrounding 
villages and came back with the following fascinating account for Jim Claven: 
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“We found a small cemetery on the edge of the village near a ‘sports’ ground. It seemed that all the 
graves in the cemetery were relatively recent (21st century) - very white and bright.  There was a small 
building, locked.  Through the window in the door we saw smart boxes (mostly metal) on racks and 
apparently containing human remains. There was also a small open fronted building, more of a shed, 
containing old wooden and metal boxes of remains, somewhat shabby, and also - to our very great 
surprise - a section heaped with bones and skulls. I have since learned (thanks to David Sanderson 
tracking down a BBC Radio 4 programme) that it is usual in Greece for bodies to be exhumed a few years 
after burial due to the lack of space and the bones are either claimed by the families and put in boxes or, if 
not claimed, then put into an ossuary.  At the moment, as you probably know, cremation is not a 
procedure used in Greece. 
 
Because the cemetery seemed so small we wondered if there was another one anywhere. We went to the 
local taverna, (the only one?) called "I Parea" and met George Brailas, the owner.  George isn’t originally 
from Proastio.  He married a local girl.  We asked if there was another cemetery and he said there was 
only one cemetery in the village.  We told him why we were interested - mentioned that we had an 
Australian friend who wanted to know more about some Australian soldiers who had died in Proastio in 
1941. He said he had a regular customer of the right age who might remember something and promised 
to talk to him.  Very shortly afterwards, an old man arrived and went into the taverna for a coffee.  We 
stayed outside with our drinks until George came to tell us that the old gentleman did remember and was 
willing to speak with us. George introduced us to Takis and stayed with us to translate. As Takis was 
talking to us, his memories seemed to become clearer.  The following is what he told us. 
 
During the time of the Italian occupation, he was a schoolboy.  Seven allied soldiers had been buried in a 
field near the village.  The graves were marked with wooden markers with metal plaques bearing the 
soldiers’ names.  After 1-2 years (then modified to one and half years by Takis), the Red Cross arranged 
for the bodies to be moved to the former cemetery in the village opposite St. George’s church (which we 
didn’t find) and which is now a rubbish dump. Takis said he was 12-13 years old at the time of the 
transfer. 
 
When the bodies were exhumed it was found that decomposition was incomplete.  The bodies still had 
flesh and there were remains of uniforms.  There was a bad stench.  The remains were treated with a 
white powder.  There was mention of a liquid. Barry looked up the word for “lime” and George confirmed 
it.  The remains were put in bags and in wooden boxes - 1.2 to 1.3 metres long, provided by the Red 
Cross.  Takis and his school mates were made, by an armed Italian escort, to carry the boxes on their 
shoulders to the village cemetery.  Takis was very graphic about this - slapping his right shoulder.  We 
had the impression that each child had to carry a box alone. The Red Cross made good graves with 
crosses with metal plaques. 
 
After liberation, a Scottish detachment, led by Major Mackenzie (spelling? name certain) came to transfer 
the remains to a ship off Kardamyli.  Takis knew they were Scottish as they were wearing kilts.  The 
exhumations took place with full military honours.  Takis imitated a bugler. (George used the word 
“trumpet"). Takis said the remains were taken back to England.  We questioned this and mentioned 
Athens/Phaleron.  Takis said he assumed it was England.   
 
The following is probably/possibly hearsay: Takis also remembered 100 Commonwealth soldiers led by 
an Army Captain, and a wooden ship off Kaminia, which was sunk by Stukas.  For quite some time the 
prow of the ship could be seen above the water but eventually it broke up.  Takis says that there are still 
remains of the ship there.  We looked up Kaminia on the map; it is a promontory or peninsular, (according 
to an ex-pat friend) maybe a nature reserve?) and there is no road marked going to it. There was some 
discussion about the rank of the leading officer and the men commanded.  The figure of 100 was 
confirmed and the rank was said to be one below major ie captain. 
 
Takis also mentioned a Greek woman who spoke English and was involved in the rescue of many troops 
from Trachila by a submarine, which had to make several trips as there were so many troops.” 
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From CWGC: 
 
He was survived by his wife Leslie, who died in 1954, and daughter Anne. Anne, whose married name 
was Bryant, died in 2008. 
 
NOTE: Major Doelberg’s grave registration document has his middle name as “Frederick” with the K 
crossed out; other documents show it as “Frederic”.  
 
 
Burial: 
Phaleron War Cemetery  
Athens 
Regional unit of Athens 
Attica, Greece 
Plot: 14. C. 2. 
  
Created by: CWGC/ABMC 
Record added: Aug 07, 2010  
Find A Grave Memorial# 56552598 
 
 
 
 

https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=cr&GRid=56552598&CRid=2169283&
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=mr&MRid=6
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Post Script 
(from Sept 2017 Brotherhood Newsletter) 
 

 
 


