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GREEK CAMPAIGN 
 

Gunner John McDonald Cope, 4th Field Regiment, NZ Artillery 
 
 

There are no personal details of Gunner Cope’s movements in Greece.  In fact not many references to the 
4th Field Regiment either.  But they were engaged in the battle of Thermopylae Pass as the following 
extract from Pages 394-5 of the Victoria University of Wellington official NZETC account states under a 
heading of “The Importance of the New Zealand Artillery”: 
 

“In addition, the other artillery regiments, 4 and 6 New Zealand and 2 Royal Horse Artillery, had 
been firing a special anti-tank defence task on the road about Thermopylae. This concentration halted the 
supporting tanks and infantry so effectively that one German afterwards wrote of the shell and anti-tank 
fire performing a ‘danse macabre’.  In the cruder language of the New Zealand Division the artillery had 
fired its first ‘stonk’: the terrifying concentration of the fire of all the divisional artillery upon a single crucial 
point. Later on in the desert when the system of mobile columns and brigade groups had been dropped 
and the Division was operating as a complete formation, there were many variations of this device, all 
based on the groundwork prepared by Brigadier Miles.  

To be so successful the artillerymen had overcome several difficulties. In the morning, when it was 
expected that heavy fire would be needed to cover the withdrawal, the policy had been to conserve fire, 
but after midday the supplies of ammunition had been increased. The dump and the four-mile stretch of 
road between it and the guns were often attacked from the air, but supplies had been hastened forward 
and gun numbers had assisted in carrying supplies from lorries to the guns. 

Later in the day, when it was evident that no attack was to be expected across the low-lying country 
between the road and the coast, there were some slight changes in position. B Troop 5 Field Regiment 
was shifted to cover the roads and tracks leading into Molos from the west and south. C Battery 102 Anti-
Tank Regiment was ordered forward from reserve to an area between Molos and Ay Trias, but because of 
the difficulty of moving along the exposed highway it remained some three miles east of Molos. The 
artillery fire from the Germans had not been heavy. B Troop 5 Field Regiment and F Troop 6 Field 
Regiment had both searched for enemy guns across the bay, but the range in both cases was extreme 
and the counter-battery fire was left to 64 Medium Regiment, Royal Artillery, whose work was excellent.” 

 

 
 
This photograph purports to show 4th Field Regiment guns delaying the German advance towards 

Thebes at Kreikouri on 25th April after withdrawing further south from Thermopylae 
 
 

http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-026801.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-001392.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-001107.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-001107.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-002870.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-001107.html


 

 2 

End of the Line 
 
Whatever the details of his personal Greek Campaign, John finally ended up in or near the port and 
beaches of Kalamata in the Peloponnese.  He was either too late arriving or simply too unlucky not to get 
picked up by one of the Royal Navy vessels engaged in the night-time evacuations of  26-27 and 28-29 
April.  The senior British Officer, Brigadier Leonard Parrington, negotiated a surrender to protect the 
assembled troops who were now extremely low on ammunition, arms, food and water – to commence at 
05:30 and the morning of 29th.  For them the war was over (except those who immediat6ely absconded). 
 

 
 

Surrendered British troops on the morning of 29th April 1941 
 

 
 

Some of the surrendered men held in the Greek Barracks in Kalamata 
 
 

About 8,000 British, Australian & New Zealand troops were taken prisoner that morning, along with 
various supporting Palestinian & Cypriot Labour Corps workers and quite a few Yugoslavian Army 
evaders.  A day or two later they were marched, trained or trucked north to Dulag 185, a hastily organised 
holding camp at Corinth.  After a month or so they were then transferred north again to Dulag 183 at 
Slonika.  Then came the 5-day agonising sealed-in cattle-truck rail journey through the Yugoslavia states 
to eventual PoW life based in Stalag XVIIID at Marberg or Stalag XVIIIA at Wolfsberg, located either side 
of the Yugoslav – Austrian border.  That was to be their lot for the next four long years.  


