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GREEK CAMPAIGN 
 

Lance Bombardier James Ibbotson, Northumberland Hussars 
 

Very little specific information on Jim himself as yet.  However, there are other sources which throw some 
light on small bits of the typical Northumberland Hussar experience in this period. 
 
From Wikipedia, “Northumberland Hussars”: 

Greece 

Unaware that Germany had sent reinforcements to support the Italians in Cyrenaica, General Wavell's 
superiors ordered him to send half his troops to Greece, including the 1st Armoured Brigade and elements 
from the 2nd Support Group. In April 1941, the 102nd Anti-Tank Regt RA (Northumberland Hussars), and 
other elements from the 2nd Support Group, joined the 1st Armoured Brigade for Operation Lustre (the 
move to Greece). At this time, the regiment had a strength of 578 men, 168 vehicles and 48 x 2pdrs. 
 
After their arrival, the 102nd Anti-Tank Regiment RA was deployed to hold the Metamorphos Pass in 
conjunction with the Greek Horse Artillery.  On 22 April, they were subjected to dive bombing and tank 
attacks.  Together with their New Zealand allies, the 'Hussars' acted as a rear-guard.  After a 12-hour 
battle and a 160-mile (260 km) march through the night, they reached Athens on 25 April.  The next day, 
they headed off to the nearby Rafina Beach and waited to be evacuated, having destroyed their guns and 
equipment.  Most of the unit were taken aboard HMS Havoc on 27 April and landed at Suda on the island 
of Crete.  Some elements were evacuated to Alexandria.  (Some were given a rifle and ordered to stay.) 
 
 
From the BBC People’s War series: 
 

My War Experience: from Northumberland Hussars Cavalry Regiment to POW 
 

Trooper Fred Mason, Northumberland Hussars continues his story: 

 

April 1941:  

1st April "B" Battery boarded SS Cameronia for Piraeus, Athens.  Left for Northern Greece – Kozani.  

Complete change of weather - now wet, slush and snow.  Tried to hold the Metamorphos Pass with allies 

including Greek Horse Artillery but to no avail.  

  

 

SS Cameronia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Greece
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April 22-23:  Dive bombing and heavy tank attacks continued.  It was now a rear-guard action for the 

Northumberland Hussars and the New Zealand allies.  Athens was reached on 25 April after a 12 hour 

battle and 160 mile march through the night. 

 

26 April:  On Rafina Beach, near Athens waiting to be evacuated.  All our guns and equipment were 

destroyed by ourselves.  

 

27 April:  Taken off beach by HMS Havoc (Destroyer)and landed at Suda on the island of Crete.  

 

 
 

HMS Havoc 

 

2 May:  Regiment was equipped with rifles to fight as infantry on the Akrotiri Peninsula between Canea 

and Suda.  

 

From 15 May, air attacks were heavy and more frequent.  11 gliders landed in our area but by the 26 May, 

the peninsula was under our control and all gliders were destroyed.  Unfortunately we were gradually 

losing ground on other parts of the island. 

 

27 May:  Evacuation of Crete was decided.  We had to withdraw across the mountains from the town of 

Suda to Sphakia, a distance of 50 miles, it was there that we hoped to embark to Egypt.  A lot of troops 

did get away but owing to heavy shipping losses, embarkation was stopped and we who were left had 

orders to capitulate to advancing German forces 

 

31 May:  We were now Prisoners of War and we were taken from Crete on Italian ships to Salonika, after 

a few days we were transported by rail on cattle wagons to Germany, it took 7 days and we weren't in a 

very good state on arrival. 

 

 


