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GREEK CAMPAIGN 
 

Lieutenant John-George Atkinson, RASC 
 

From Gavin Don’s researches: 
 
Greece 

“Roughly 8,000 Commonwealth soldiers trapped in southern Greece had surrendered at Kalamata on April 
29th 1941 to foreclose the ill-fated Greek Campaign.  Perhaps another 1,000 evaded capture (or escaped 
soon after) and disappeared into the hills.  In Cairo the local head of the Special Operations Executive (SOE) 
was trying to establish what SOE should be doing about sabotage and sedition in Greece.  The problem was 
acute.  SOE had no “stay behind” people in Greece*.  Some weapons and explosives had been left behind, 
but no-one knew where they had ended up.  MI6’s people in Greece had all been exposed or 
captured.  Greece’s political scene was highly fractured and contentious.  Royalists supported the return of an 
absolute monarch (at that time licking his wounds in Cairo).  Liberal democratic Venizelists wanted a 
moderately right wing constitutional monarchy and democratic government.  Republicans wanted a 
democracy without the king.  Two varieties of communists were working towards a dictatorship of the 
proletariat.  Metaxans supported the deposed dictator Metaxas.  Each group hated the others, and personal 
loyalties were by no means clear.  In Athens and elsewhere resistance cells were springing up (Ali Baba, 
Prometheus, 5-16-5, the Kyrou Group, the Zannas Group.  (In January 1942 an SOE memo referred to 22 
known cells).  People were sometimes members of more than one cell.  Envoys and messengers were turning 
up in Cairo (having travelled across the Aegean to Turkey) bringing appeals for cash, weapons, radios and 
training.  The Royalists in Cairo were scheming to get HMG to endorse the return of the king after the war, 
while the Foreign Office was trying to work out what it wanted and who it should therefore support.  And all the 
while SOE in London was demanding action.” 

Archivist’s Note:    *Captain Robin McNabb (for one) certainly assumed that role – officially or otherwise – see 
his Archive Folder 

“Atkinson had been captured at Kalamata and was being held in a transit camp near Piraeus.  The camp had 
been thrown up in a hurry, and was not secure.  Atkinson escaped one night, and headed to Athens to try and 
find the Underground.  By a series of chances he happened on the Bouboura sisters, who took him to the 
Ioannou family, living in Patission Street.  The Iouannous were prosperous tobacco merchants with an import 
business in London, so were good English speakers, and had the space to hide Atkinson and the New 
Zealander Ted Cooper.  The daughter of the household was Efi Ioannou, aged 15, who now lives in London, 
and who remembers Atkinson well.  "We called him Mac, for some reason.  The house was crowded, with our 
parents, us three children, our English nanny Miss Morris, two servants and two Allied soldiers.  Food was in 
short supply, and we had to live by buying food on the black market". 

               

           Lt Atkinson at Patission Street          Efi Ioannou, now Kulukundis, in London 
Summer 1941 
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“Atkinson spent a couple of months in Patission Street.  He occasionally went out - on one memorable 
occasion sitting on a park bench next to a German soldier - but eventually arrangements were made to take 
him and other escapers to Alexandria, where he turned up in October 1941**.  

Archivist’s Note     **Photograph below clearly states September 1941 

 

Allied soldiers who had managed to evade capture, or escape, were trickling into Athens and other Greek 
cities in dozens looking for shelter and help in getting back to Egypt.  This was willingly offered by Greek 
patriots, but in turn led to heartfelt pleas to Cairo for money and transport.  

 


