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GREEK CAMPAIGN 
 

Lance Corporal A A Deans, 20th Battalion, 2NZEF 
Official War Artist 

 
 
A A Deans Biography (from Wikipedia): 
 

The New Zealand Government was considering appointing an official war artist to record the exploits of 
New Zealanders serving with the military. Deans had already been interviewed for the position the 
previous year and his application was supported by many in New Zealand, particularly from the 
Canterbury region. His mother even wrote to the Prime Minister Peter Fraser advocating for her son. 
Deans had been interviewed by the commander of 2NZEF, Major General Bernard Freyberg, the previous 
year but the position would eventually go to Peter McIntyre.  However, shortly after Deans' arrival on 
Crete, he was told that he had been appointed assistant war artist. His first task was to paint depictions of 
New Zealanders serving in Greece, as McIntyre had not been present for that campaign. Although he was 
offered the opportunity to return to Egypt to start his work there, he preferred to remain on Crete.  He was 
therefore caught up in the invasion that commenced on 20 May 1941. Paintings already worked up by that 
stage were in transit to Egypt and would duly arrive in New Zealand. In the meantime, Deans was badly 
wounded; he had inadvertently set off a land mine and had to be hospitalised with his legs full of shrapnel. 
 A few days later, and unable to be evacuated, he was one of 520 wounded New Zealanders to be 
made prisoner of war (POW) by the Germans.  

 

 
 

Severely wounded POW's loading up for repatriation, at Kokinia Hospital, Pireaus, 
24 October 1941, by Austen Deans 

Flown to Athens by his captors, Deans then received medical treatment for several months at a hospital 
at Kokkinia, near Piraeus.  While there, he was provided with pad and pencil by a fellow POW who 
wanted a portrait sketch to send to his family. This led onto further commissions from other POWs, as well 
as doctors and even guards. Paid a few pennies a time, he soon built up enough cash to organise, 
through a friendly Greek hospital worker, the purchase of painting supplies. He then set to work painting 
depictions of life at the hospital and surrounding landscapes which he would sell for money. While 
recuperating at Kokkinia, he met Australian modernist artists Justin O'Brien and Jesse Martin, both of 
whom were also POWs and who would influence Deans with their styles. 
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Archivist’s Note:  From the evidence of the following painting, it would seem that Austen remained 
under treatment for his leg injuries until at least November 1941.  Some or all of his recovery and 
recuperation would have continued at Kokkinia. However, at some point he appears to have been trained 
northwards in the manner of the uninjured PoWs in June & July to a staging camp in Salonika.  Austen’s 
journey (date unknown) placed him in Salonika in or before November when he produced, signed and 
dated the scene below.  It contains details and features which are suggestive of a prison farm. 

 

 
 

Titled “Salonika 1941” it is actually dated 6 or 8 November 1941.  A solid wall has been built in the 
middle distance, carrying an extended height fence with what may be a long accommodation 
block beyond.  In the foreground two grey-uniformed German soldiers? drive a horse & cart 

whilst a third, hands in pockets, saunters across the scene to the right. 

 

20th Battalion 2NZEF (from Wikipedia):  

Greece 

The British Government anticipated an invasion of Greece by the Germans in 1941 and decided to send 
troops to support the Greeks, who were already engaged against the Italians in Albania. The 2nd New 
Zealand Division was one of a number of Allied units dispatched to Greece in early March.  The 4th 
Infantry Brigade was tasked with the defence of the Aliakmon Line in northern Greece, with the 20th 
Battalion preparing and manning the defences along the western end of the line. On 6 April, the Germans 
invaded Greece and their advance was so rapid that it quickly threatened the Florina Gap. The 4th 
Infantry Brigade was withdrawn to the Servia Pass where it manned defences that were superior to its 
previous positions.  
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On 13 April, the battalion suffered its first fatality as a result of enemy action when a soldier was killed in 
an air raid and the following day, German forces reached the Servia Pass. The brigade, temporarily under 
the control of the 6th Division, defended its positions for three days before being withdrawn.  The battalion 
was the rear-guard of the brigade as it withdrew, with Kippenberger coordinating the demolition of several 
bridges and avoiding contact with the advancing German armour.  The 4th Brigade was used to cover the 
withdrawal of the division from Greece, and moved to Porto Rafti, east of Athens, from where it was 
evacuated to Crete on 28 April.  

  

Disposition of 20th Battalion, 26 & 27 April 1941 resp. 

 

Some personnel of the battalion at a reinforcement depot in Athens ended up at the port of Kalamata, in 
the southwest of the country. These soldiers, along with other reinforcements, were integrated into an ad 
hoc battalion. One of them, Sergeant Jack Hinton (a personal friend of Austen Deans) was instrumental in 
clearing a wharf at Kalamata that had been captured by advance elements of the 5th Panzer Division. He 
was later awarded a Victoria Cross (VC) for his actions during this engagement, during which he was 
wounded and, along with most of the other personnel involved, was made a prisoner of war.  

By the end of the campaign in Greece, 20th Battalion had 24 personnel killed in action or died of wounds; 
80 others were prisoners of war.  

 

From NZETC, Victoria University, Wellington: 

Withdrawal and evacuation of 4th NZ Brigade 

The main rearguard for W Force after the withdrawal from Thermopylae had been 4 New Zealand 
Brigade.  18th and 20th Battalions had moved2 back from Molos to the olive groves near Thebes during 
the night of 22–23 April. Nineteenth Battalion, which had been sent to Levadhia on 22 April, had been 
recalled and, although left with no extra transport, had by long marches and the relaying of unit transport 
reached the brigade area. Next day the battalions withdrew some seven miles south of Thebes. 

From the ridges above the village of Kriekouki, as it was generally known to the brigade, the force now 
covered the pass of Kithairon. Whoever held this gap controlled the highway from Thebes to Athens. The 
defile itself, narrow and rocky, had some useful cover in the scrub and under the scattered pine trees. The 
crest of the 3000-foot ridge was wide and undulating, but the observation points were excellent and there 
were good positions for troops and guns, especially if camouflage nets were used. The northern slopes 
were steep and devoid of cover, but to the south about the villages of Kaza and Villia there were young 
pine trees, a few olive groves and some dense undergrowth in which well-disciplined troops could remain 
unseen. 

Crete 
28 April 
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The chances of immediate encirclement were not great. By following the road through Thebes towards the 
east coast the Germans could possibly outflank the brigade, but the country was not easily negotiable by 
tanks and still farther east at Khalkis, Skhimatarion and Tatoi there were the detachments from 1st 
Armoured Brigade. On the western flank the first two miles of country were almost certainly tank proof; 
there was a track through Villia to Kriekouki but it was steep and easily covered; and beyond that there 
were five miles of rough hill country and then the shores of the Gulf of Corinth. 

To hold the pass there was 4 Brigade Group, a mixed force, with the Australians providing, in addition to 
artillery and anti-tank guns, 2/8 Field Company, 2/1 Field Ambulance and twelve men from the Australian 
Corps Signals. Eighteenth Battalion on the right flank and 20 Battalion on the left flank, each with a two-
mile front and each supported by machine-gunners from D Company 2/1 Australian Machine Gun 
Battalion, formed the line, with 19 Battalion in reserve. The Bren carriers from 20 Battalion patrolled 
beyond the left flank while the carriers from the other battalions, with two platoons from 1 Machine Gun 
Company, were detailed to resist parachute attacks or encircling movements about either flank. In support 
of each forward battalion there was a battery from 2/3 Australian Field Regiment, with the most advanced 
troop in a good position for anti-tank defence. The seven two-pounders of 3 Australian Anti-Tank Battery 
covered all entrances to the position and seven Bredas from 106 Light Anti-Aircraft Battery, Royal 
Artillery, were well forward, four covering the gun positions and three in a dual anti-tank and anti-aircraft 
role. 

All units were in position by the morning of 24 April and every effort was made to prevent the enemy 
discovering the presence of such a large force. In daylight the majority of the troops were to the rear of the 
forward slopes, under cover but ready to move at short notice; after dark they occupied the forward slopes 
and patrolled actively. Strong formations of enemy aircraft passed over the area on several occasions to 
and from the Corinth Canal area but no anti-aircraft fire was permitted. There was also complete wireless 
silence, Force and Corps Headquarters both being asked not to call the brigade over the air, except in an 
emergency. As a result the defences were almost certainly not located by the enemy, whose records for 
this period, though not specific on the subject, all suggest that no serious resistance was expected. The 
British troops had apparently withdrawn to the Peloponnese. 

That night 6 New Zealand and 19 Australian Brigades and Clifton Force, the rearguard, came through 
from the Thermopylae area. Next day, 25 April, the enemy, delayed by demolitions south of Thermopylae, 
was still far from Thebes; observation aircraft came over but there were no attacks by the fighter-bomber 
squadrons. Fourth Brigade was therefore able to adjust its defences, General Freyberg having decided 
that 6 Brigade,1 instead of taking over the right flank, must leave that night for the Peloponnese. 
Thereafter the high ground on the right flank north of Tatoi was the responsibility of 1st Armoured Brigade. 
To reinforce it A Squadron New Zealand Divisional Cavalry and C Company 1 Rangers withdrew from the 
Khalkis area and that night the rest of the Divisional Cavalry, less C Squadron at Corinth, moved over with 
one battery of 2 Royal Horse Artillery, 34 New Zealand Anti-Tank Battery, 4 New Zealand Machine Gun 
Company and two troops of 102 Anti- Tank Regiment. 

In the afternoon Brigadier Puttick had been ordered2 to postpone the withdrawal another twenty-four 
hours, actually until after dark on 26–27 April when, instead of embarking from Megara beach, his brigade 
would withdraw south of the Corinth Canal. He would be responsible for all demolitions up to and 
including the canal bridge; and once there his battalions had to be prepared to hold the area against any 
attacks from the north. These decisions made, Battle Headquarters New Zealand Division left Mazi at 
dusk for the Miloi area, south of the Corinth Canal and immediately west of Navplion. 

On 26 April, after the screening detachments had moved out on the flanks, the troops patiently prepared 
for another day of concealment. After 7 a.m., however, there were explosions in Thebes; at 10 a.m. the 
long-expected and apparently endless line of trucks could be seen approaching the town; and then, about 
11 a.m., a column of about 100 vehicles led by motor-cyclists and a light tank moved south towards the 
pass. Closely spaced and in open country the trucks were an excellent target and 2/3 Field Regiment 
waited until they were within range. As the guns had not registered the shells seemed, at first, to fall 
everywhere but on the road. All the same the column stopped, the troops scattered and there was some 
confusion, but before long they had re-embussed and were hurrying back to Thebes, leaving eight 
vehicles burning on the highway. 

Thereafter the Germans made no effort to force the pass. Some artillery came forward to engage 2/3 Field 
Regiment but the shelling was neither heavy nor systematic. The Australians, on the other hand, 
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continued to be aggressive, firing freely at any Germans probing south from Thebes and ending the 
afternoon with a registration shoot over a wide area to give the impression that fresh batteries had arrived. 

In other ways, however, the enemy had been very active. His army intelligence authorities were now 
certain that at least two New Zealand battalions with strong artillery support were holding the area. 
Reconnaissance aircraft had been taking off from a landing ground near Thebes and fighter-bombers had 
been attacking any vehicles moving along the road to Athens. About 7 p.m. the observers of 18 Battalion 
reported that at least 200 German vehicles were about Likouresi, a village about ten miles east of Thebes. 
This suggested that an effort would be made to by-pass the defences at Kriekouki. 

The other and more important problem for Brigadier Puttick had been the activity of the Luftwaffe about 
Corinth and the appearance of paratroopers between there and Megara. According to Lieutenant- Colonel 
Marnham and Captain Baker, who had appeared1 from Megara about 2 p.m., medical personnel had 
come back saying that there were paratroopers along the road to Corinth, transport vehicles which should 
have returned to Megara had not appeared and the constant bombing in the canal area suggested that 
the bridge or its approaches might be wrecked. As the brigade was to withdraw over the canal that night 
this report was very disturbing, but Puttick, who knew the area, remained confident and sent the two 
officers back to investigate the position still further. Nevertheless, he stoutly prepared for the worst and 
made his plans for a new defence area about nine miles east of the canal. It would be held during 27 
April, and if the Navy could not arrange an embarkation the force would have to force its way over the 
canal. Should that not be possible the brigade would fight it out near the beach in the hope of possible 
embarkation. 

About 6 p.m. more information was received. Paratroops had definitely landed, and to confirm that fact 
Marnham and Baker returned after being captured by and then escaping2 from a small force near Megara. 
But there was still no definite information about the canal bridge and Puttick was preparing to put his new 
plans into operation when, at 6.30 p.m., an officer came over from 1 Armoured Brigade with the wireless 
message1 from Freyberg ordering 4 Brigade to withdraw through Athens to the Porto Rafti beaches. 
Embarkation might possibly be that very night, 26–27 April. 

Action was taken immediately. Marnham and Baker were sent with four carriers along the Corinth road to 
report upon the situation and to pick up any men left about Megara. To support them and to prevent any 
German interference with the withdrawal of 4 Brigade, two infantry platoons and five Bren carriers were 
sent to a position just west of the Elevsis road junction. The route through Athens was picketed and an 
advance party was sent to Porto Rafti. All units were told that the timings for the withdrawal that night 
would stand, but that instead of crossing the canal they would assemble near Porto Rafti. 

The withdrawal began at 9 p.m. and proceeded very smoothly, with no stragglers and no interference from 
the enemy. The men came in past the check point, marched to the transport area and climbed aboard the 
vehicles of B Section 4 RMT Company. The convoy, with lights on, raced back through Athens and east 
towards Porto Rafti. The rearguard followed under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Kippenberger, with 
2/8 Australian Field Company blowing a series of demolitions in the stretch between the pass and Elevsis. 

Thereafter the withdrawal towards Porto Rafti continued without any interruption. The groups from Megara 
were collected, the carrier force sent to cover the western approaches came back without any opposition 
from the parachute units, and the machine-gunners at the four road blocks2 arranged by Brigadier Miles 
were picked up by the rearguard as it came through. 

At daylight on 27 April the brigade group was under cover of the olive trees which flourish on the small 
plain to the north-west of Markopoulon. Running southwards was the highway to Lavrion; branching 
eastwards was the road across the foothills and down the fertile valley to the beaches of Porto Rafti. 
Movement there that night, 27–28 April, would not be difficult; the problem for Brigadier Puttick was the 
safety of his brigade during the next twelve hours. 

The change of embarkation beach only two and a half hours before the withdrawal commenced and the 
possibility of evacuation that night, 26–27 April, had prevented the preparation of any defence scheme. 
The embarkation staff, thinking of concealment and ease of embarkation, had dispersed the battalions 
along some 15 miles of road in no tactical formation whatsoever. As the advanced guard of the German 
force which had swung south-east from Thebes could be expected at any moment, Puttick had therefore 
to organise his defences in open daylight. 
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The brigade would go into position east of Markopoulon and astride the road to Porto Rafti. Eighteenth 
Battalion would hold the undulating country to the north of the road, 20 Battalion the ridge running south-
eastwards from the white-walled chapel behind the village. This would give each unit a front of 5000 
yards. Nineteenth Battalion (less one company at Corinth), 2/8 Field Company and three machine-gun 
platoons would be in reserve astride the road about a mile from the beach. Two machine-gun platoons 
supported each of the forward battalions; three guns from 3 Anti-Tank Battery supported 18 Battalion and 
the four others supported 20 Battalion. The 2/3 Field Regiment had one troop with each forward battalion 
in an anti-tank role and the rest of its seventeen guns farther back to cover the whole front. 

About 9 a.m. the Brigadier, disregarding the policy of concealment hitherto in force, ordered the 
immediate occupation of these positions. The troops had enjoyed a quiet breakfast, but the pleasant 
Sunday morning with the Greeks preparing for devotions or offering their simple hospitality now became 
one of intense activity. All went smoothly until about 11 a.m., when some twenty aircraft made a sudden 
and very destructive attack. Machine-gun fire exploded a 25-pound shell, which in its turn produced other 
explosions until trucks, fields and pine plantations were ablaze. ‘Nine guns of the 2/3rd [Field Regiment] or 
the anti-tank battery attached to it were destroyed, and six artillerymen … killed ….’.  More serious still 
was the damage to 20 Battalion. Caught in the narrow valley when the aircraft began their attack, B 
Company had some twenty casualties, including two officers. Eighteenth Battalion had a small number of 
casualties and lost some vehicles. Nevertheless by 1 p.m. units were in position and able to give more 
attention to concealment. 

The Germans enter Athens; 12 Army issues Further Orders 

The reconnaissance units of XVIII and XXXX Corps had meanwhile been hastening southwards. At a 
demolition south of Malakasa they were held up until it was partially repaired, but the motorcyclists had 
then, very unsportingly, raced ahead, leaving the armoured car groups to complete the task. The motor-
cycle platoon of 47 Anti-Tank Unit and elements of 8/800 Brandenburg Regiment entered Athens at 8.10 
a.m. and hurried to raise the swastika on the Acropolis. The two officers then sent an unauthorised 
telegram to Hitler informing him of the capture of the city. Months later the commander of 5 Panzer 
Division was still protesting that the work of his unit had been disregarded. As it was, the armoured car 
group had arrived shortly after the motor-cyclists and the city had been officially surrendered to its 
commander. The leading elements of 2 MC Battalion also reached the city, but the commanders of XXXX 
Corps and 5 Panzer Division, Generals Stumme and Fehn respectively, arrived about the same time and 
soon sent them out of the city and south-eastwards towards Lavrion. 

That afternoon, 27 April, 12 Army issued further orders and cleared the situation: XVIII Corps would 
occupy Athens; the SS ‘Adolf Hitler’ Division would move down the west coast of the Peloponnese 
towards Pirgos; XXXX Corps would despatch the advanced guard of 5 Panzer Division as fast as possible 
towards Lavrion and the main body through Corinth to Argos, Tripolis, Sparta and Kalamata. 

The day was therefore notable for the occupation of Athens and page 440 the brief engagement at 
Markopoulon between the force moving south-east towards Lavrion and 4 New Zealand Brigade waiting 
to embark that night from Porto Rafti. Fifth Panzer Division reached Corinth, took over the area from the 
parachute units and constructed a bridge across the eastern end of the canal. Away to the west at Patrai 
III Battalion SS ‘Adolf Hitler’ Division crossed the Gulf of Corinth and captured any detachments from 3 
Royal Tank Regiment which had not been able to withdraw with the main body. Assembling two trains and 
acting on its original orders, the battalion then went to the canal area only to find 5 Panzer Division alread 
established. 

Second Motor Cycle Battalion, the German force detailed to occupy Lavrion, left Athens at 3 p.m., and 
when the commander approached Markopoulon he was surprised to be told by his advanced party that 
‘between Markopoulon and Porto Rafti there were English troops who were abandoning their vehicles and 
fleeing on foot towards the coast.’ Troops were immediately sent to investigate, but once through the 
village they came under the accurate fire of ‘at least 6 guns, mortars and MGs.’ A fighting patrol which 
was then sent forward reported the strongly held positions between the village and Porto Rafti. The 
German commander, having no artillery, sent his adjutant to ask XXXX Corps for a Stuka attack and 
ordered his own troops not to advance east of the village. Fortunately for 4 Brigade it was then too late for 
this attack to be arranged and too late when the adjutant returned for the battalion to move forward. The 
brigade group was therefore able to make its undisturbed withdrawal, a German patrol reporting next 
morning that all the British troops had gone. 
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4th Brigade embarks at Porto Rafti  

As seen by the men of 4 Brigade, the engagement was naturally more tense and more dramatic. About 
3.30 p.m. the long German column had come into sight, armoured fighting vehicles had approached the 
village and the artillery with 4 Brigade had opened up. Some reports say that the guns and mortars dealt 
with the Germans only when they emerged from the village; other observers saw ‘shell after shell land 
ámong the homes of the peaceful friendly folk of Markopoulon.  As it was, the Germans made no serious 
effort to advance beyond the village; their main stream of vehicles was moving south to Lavrion and their 
more serious offensive was to have been the air attack which did not eventuate. 

At last when the light had faded the final stage of the withdrawal began. The field guns were wrecked 
about 8.45 p.m., the anti-aircraft guns thereafter covering the road from Markopoulon and the coastal  
track from the south. Stage by stage units came through the lines of 19 Battalion; the pinnaces, 
whaleboats and caiques took the men out to the cruiser Ajax and the destroyers Kingston and Kimberley; 
19 Battalion then went aboard and finally the embarkation staff. In all 3840 men1 were taken off and 
landed next morning at Suda Bay in Crete. 

The group at Rafina, about 1000 men, had an even more anxious time waiting under cover in the scrub on 
the south side of the harbour and disturbed by aircraft bombing the abandoned transport about the area. 
Brigadier Charrington had made plans for some to leave that night in a caique and for the majority to 
march to Porto Rafti to embark with 4 Brigade. 

The information was taken across to Puttick's headquarters, probably by Major Oakes2 of 7 Anti-Tank 
Regiment, but when the Germans approached Markopoulon the move from Rafina was impossible. The 
naval officer with the beach staff then arranged for the destroyer Havock to be diverted to that port and 
Oakes returned to warn the group of the change of plans. 

Brigadier Charrington and about 600 men had in the meantime set out after dark to march the 15 miles to 
Porto Rafti. On the way they found that the Germans were between them and the port but, fortunately, 
they met Oakes and the majority of them returned to Rafina. There they waited anxiously for the destroyer 
to appear. About midnight one of the ship's boats, whose crew had been drifting about the bay waiting for 
the sound of English voices, came up to the beach. The two groups,3 Charrington's and that from the 
caique, were then swiftly embarked and taken to Crete with 4 Brigade Group from Porto Rafti. 

Crete 

On Crete, it became apparent that the island would be the target of German landings from the air and sea. 
Freyberg took over command of Creforce, tasked with the defence of Crete, with the New Zealanders, 
temporarily commanded by Brigadier Edward Puttick in Freyberg's absence, responsible for the area 
around Chania and Maleme, including the airfield.  The 20th Battalion was detached from the 4th Infantry 
Brigade to form part of a new ad hoc 10th Infantry Brigade. While Kippenberger led this brigade, his 
nominal second-in-command, Lieutenant Colonel James Burrows, was in charge of the 20th Battalion for 
most of the Battle of Crete.  The battalion was soon detached from the 10th Brigade to serve as the 
divisional reserve, in anticipation of a counterattack role should the Germans land on Crete.  

On 20 May 1941, the opening day of the invasion of Crete, the battalion was positioned to the east of the 
town of Galatas where it was watching the coast due to the risk of a seabourne invasion.  It dealt with 
several Fallschirmjäger (paratroopers) that landed near them.  On 22 May, the battalion was used in a 
counterattack on Maleme airfield, which had been occupied by the Germans the previous day. Puttick was 
reluctant to release the battalion until it had been replaced in the line; he anticipated the Germans would 
mount a naval landing later in the evening. The delayed arrival of the relief unit meant that the 20th 
Battalion was late to its starting position.  The counterattack, which also involved the 28th Battalion, 
commenced at 3:30am. After a promising start, where the C and D companies of 20th Battalion reached 
the perimeter of the airfield by 7:30am, they had to withdraw as their positions were too exposed in 
daylight hours. The counterattack resulted in heavy casualties, although not as high as the Germans' own 
losses.  It also resulted in an award of a VC to Lieutenant Charles Upham for his actions during the attack 
on Maleme airfield.  

 

http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-001232.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-001072.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-001072.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-207110.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-207112.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-207147.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/tei-WH2Gree-c20.html#fn1-441
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-004798.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-003325.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-004589.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-001232.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/tei-WH2Gree-c20.html#fn2-441
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-001072.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-004589.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-207132.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-001232.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-004589.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/tei-WH2Gree-c20.html#fn3-441
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-003325.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-001232.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Puttick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maleme
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Thomas_Burrows
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Crete
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Galatas,_Chania&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fallschirmj%C3%A4ger_(World_War_II)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Upham


 

 8 

        

Anzacs arrive in Crete after evacuating Greece  German paratroops drop from the sky 

   

       . . . and just keep on coming . . .     . . . to attack Maleme airfield 

     

       Soon they will march into Canea . . .     . . . and the Anzacs will evacuate again 

 

When Galatas fell to the Germans on 25 May, the 20th Battalion was in danger of being cut off. It 
successfully regrouped and assisted in the recapture of the town.  The battalion withdrew on 26 May, 
which marked the beginning a retreat to Hora Sfakion, on the southwest coast of Crete, for evacuation. 
Kippenberger rejoined the battalion after his previous command, the 10th Brigade, was disestablished 
after the capture of Galatas. On arrival at the evacuation beaches, it was found that there was insufficient 
room on the Australian destroyers that were the designated transport for all of the battalion's personnel. 
The bulk of the battalion departed on 30 May although Kippenberger was forced to select 40 men to stay 
behind and form a rear-guard under the command of Burrows.  After manning defensive positions to 
prevent Germans infiltrating the cordon around the embarkation beaches, the rear-guard was evacuated 
the following day. 

20th Battalion lost 80 soldiers killed or died of wounds on Crete and nearly 90 were made prisoner of war, 
including Austen Deans. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hora_Sfakion
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From NZ History website:  Attack on 7th General Hospital in Crete 
 

 

Giant Red Cross at the 7th (British) General Hospital on Crete, 20 May 1941. 
 
The 7th (British) General Hospital, west of Canea, was bombed and machine-gunned from the air on 20 
May 1941 and then overrun by German paratroops of III Battalion, 3rd Parachute Regiment. They drove 
out patients able to walk, herded them and hospital staff into the nearby area of 6th (NZ) Field 
Ambulance, and later marched their captives towards Galatas. 
 
Since the hospital area was well marked with red crosses, these attacks were regarded as intentional 
breaches of the Geneva Convention – the International Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition 
of the Wounded and Sick in Armies in the Field – signed in 1929 and ratified by Germany in 1934. 
 
The hospital consisted of a few buildings, a number of marquees, and an assortment of smaller tents 
covering a large area of open ground. Red crosses were painted on the roofs of three of the buildings, 
and a large one was marked out on the ground near the sea. Most of the marquees used as hospital 
wards were grouped together, with a large cloth red cross laid out on the ground among them. All the 
crosses were large enough to be seen from a considerable altitude. 
 
“We had a huge red cross down on the ground. Didn’t make any difference. Because everything was so 
close to each other, they couldn’t tell the difference if it was an armed arsenal or what. They bombed it. 
That’s one of the things I was caught up in.”  (Private Denis Sampson, 6th Field Ambulance) 
 
While it is difficult to see how the Germans could have mistaken the area for a military camp when it was 
so obviously marked with red crosses, their forces did struggle to obtain accurate intelligence reports 
during the Crete campaign.  Having grossly underestimated the number of Allied troops on the island, 
they may not have thought that there was any need for Creforce to have two tented hospitals and a 
dressing station in the Canea sector.  It seems likely that German intelligence, poor in its estimate of 
Allied strength on Crete, was again wrong in failing to realise that the whole area claimed Red Cross 
protection. 
 
German paratroops occupied the hospital but sniper fire from the New Zealanders and small counter-
thrusts into the area made their position precarious.  They decided to push south and chose to take their 
prisoners – about 500 men – with them.  The party moved off with guards to the front and rear and on the 
flanks.  This formation led some prisoners to feel that they were being used as human shields. 
 
Archivist’s Note:  This article states that the German paratroops took “about 500 (wounded) men 
with them”.  The Wikipedia biographical article at the top of this piece states that Austen Deans was 
“unable to be evacuated, he was one of 520 wounded New Zealanders to be made prisoners of war by 
the Germans”.  Were the two groups of 500 or so one and the same?  With legs peppered with land-mine 
shrapnel it must have been pretty hard going.  Hopefully he was allowed to stay put until being flown to 
hospital in Athens (Kokkinia). 
 

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/node/561
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prisoner_of_war
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(Christchurch?) Evening Post, 8 August 1941, Page 7 

Geneva Red Cross confirms the following soldiers as prisoners of war in Greece: 
DEANS, Alister Austen. T/L/Cpl. Mrs. A Deans, Morven-Darfield R.M.D. (m.) 
CRABBE, George William, Dvr. Mrs. M. Crabbe, Wall Street, Waimate (w.) 
DELURY, James Lawrence, Pte. Mrs. J. Hayhurst. 196 Church Street, Timaru (s.) 
WORTHINGTON. James Allen, Dvr. Mrs. E. Worthington. 19 William Street, Timaru (m) 
 


