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GREEK CAMPAIGN 
 

Medical Orderly Albert J Jenkins RAMC, attached to 50 ME Commando 
 

Archivist’s Note:  As far as the Archivist is aware, no Commando Unit was employed in the Greek 
mainland Campaign proper.  However, 50 ME Commando were definitely deployed in the later days of the 
Battle of Crete. 
 
 
From “Greece and Crete 1941” by Christopher Buckley: 
 
G&C 1941 P262 
 
During the night of 23/24 May there arrived at Suda, onboard the minelayer HMS Abdiel, a slight 
reinforcement of 200 men – the vanguard of ‘Layforce’, commanded by Colonel R. E. Laycock and 
composed of parts of No. 7 Commando and Nos. 50 & 52 ME Commandos, numbering 800 officers and 
men and organised in two battalions. 
 

 
 

HMS Abdiel 
 
(It had been intended that these commandos should be employed in offensive and harassing operations, 
for which their training and equipment pre-eminently suited them.  In the early part of the year plans were 
well advanced for an attack on the Dodecanese to eliminate the danger of air and submarine attacks upon 
the communication lines between Africa and Greece.  In this projected operation the commandos were to 
have played a prominent part.  But the Dodecanese undertaking was abandoned, and presently, in view 
of the acute shortage of manpower, it was found necessary to use these skilled assault troops as 
reinforcements for the defensive battle of Crete.) 
 
More from Wikipedia: 
 
Almost as soon as they landed it was decided that they could not be employed in an offensive role and 
would instead be used to cover the withdrawal route towards Sphakia to the south.   As such upon landing 
they were ordered to leave all their heavy equipment, including radios and transport behind.  This was a 
role that they were poorly equipped for, though, as they were lacking in the indirect fire support weapons 
such as mortars or artillery and were armed only very lightly mainly with rifles and a few Bren light 
machine guns. 
 
Nevertheless by sunrise on 27 May they had taken up a defensive position along the main road that led 
inland from Sphakia.  From then until 31 May they were engaged in carrying out a number of rearguard 
actions to enable the main body of troops to be taken off the beaches by the navy.[17] Throughout the 
entire time they were almost constantly under aerial attack. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Layforce#cite_note-Saunders56-18
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On 28 May the defenders began disengaging from the enemy and withdrawing along the pass through the 
central mountains that separated them from the port of Sphakia on the south coast.  The defence of the 
pass fell to the Commandos along with two Australian infantry battalions - the 2/7th and 2/8th Battalions - 
and the 5th New Zealand Brigade.   In the first two nights of the evacuation approximately 8,000 men were 
taken off, while on the third night, 30 May, covered by the Australians and Laycock's commandos, the 
New Zealanders were able to get off too. 
 
For the commandos, the fighting was heaviest on that first day.  During the height of the German attack 
on the pass, G Troop from 'A' Battalion (No. 7 Commando), under Lieutenant F. Nicholls carried out a 
bayonet assault after a force of Germans took up a position on a hill on the Commando's left flank from 
where they began to enfilade the entire position.  Twice the Germans came at them and each time the 
attack was turned back by stubborn defence. Elsewhere that same day, however, Laycock's headquarters 
was ambushed and in a rather confused action he and his brigade major, Freddie Graham, 
commandeered a tank in which they returned to the main body. 
 
By 31 May the evacuation was drawing to a close and the commandos, running low on ammunition, 
rations and water, fell back towards Sphakia too.  Laycock and some of his headquarters, including his 
intelligence officer Evelyn Waugh, managed to get out on the last ship to depart.  The vast majority of the 
commandos were left behind on the island.   Although some of them were later able to make their own 
way back to Egypt, by the end of the operation about  600 of the 800 commandos sent to Crete were 
listed as killed, missing or wounded.  Only 23 officers and 156 others managed to get off the island. 
 
Albert J Jenkins, RAMC 
 
Archivist’s Note:  The successful evacuation by the Royal Navy of over 10,000 troops from the 
island of Crete (mostly from Sphakia on the south coast) was completed on 31st  May/1st June.  However, 
exactly as in Greece only a month earlier, many thousands were left behind to become Prisoners of War.  
This included the majority of the Layforce Commando parties.  One of these was Medical Orderly Albert 
‘Jenky’ Jenkins, RAMC, attached to 50 ME Commando.   
 
Being such a close-knit Unit, ‘Jenky’ would almost certainly have known these 50 ME Commandos: 
 

      
         W/O Arthur Swinburn DMO       Names not known 
 

    
          Enrique Galera     Francis Geronimo         James Henry Mather 
      (aka Frank Williams) 

http://gallery.commandoveterans.org/cdoGallery/v/units/Middle+East+Commandos/W_O_+Arthur+Swinburn+DCM+50+Cdo.jpg.html

