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PRE-GREECE 
 

Sapper/Driver Wilfred Bessford, Movement Control, Royal Engineers  
 

 
Wilfred Gibson Bessford was born in the coal mining village of Cornsay Colliery, County Durham on 20th 
August 1907.  Possibly to avoid the dire prospect of a life down the pit (Archivist’s unfounded speculation) he 
moved down to London to work for the General Post Office.  Driving GPO transport in some capacity was an 
essential part of his duties. 
 
On enlistment into the Army on 11 October 1940 (there may have been a recruitment drive within the GPO) it 
was natural for him to choose (or be chosen for) the Army Postal Service, run for many years previously by 
the Corps of Royal Engineers.  Officially it was known as the Home Postal Depot (HPD RE).  According to his 
Army Trade Record Sheet he was qualified as a Driver 1st Class and assigned to No 2 Motor Transport 
Department.  He later referred to the function and title of his Unit as ‘Movement Control’. 
 

 

 
“Driver 1C . . . posted No. 2 MTD” 

 
 
As yet nothing is known of Wilfred’s movements or activities prior to his departure for the Middle East.  He 
may have sailed in a ‘Winston Special’ convoy of escorted troopships round Cape Horn and up to the 
southern access to the Suez Canal.  However, his Discharge Certificate states that he started his Middle East 
service on 11 January 1941, but this date does not coincide with any convoy arrival time.  
 
It is possible that he served in Egypt before crossing the Mediterranean – the Royal Engineers set up a Base 
Army Post Office in Cairo in July 1940.  He would have sailed to Piraeus, Greece, probably in early March 
1941.  Wikipedia states that “Some of the RE (PS) personnel, along with their formations, were captured at 
Crete”.  For ‘Crete’ read ‘Crete & Greece’. 
 
  


