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PRE-GREECE 
 

Corporal Jack Dean, Royal Engineers, 292 Field Coy (North Staffs) TA 
 

Jack was a member of the 46th North Staffs Territorial Army Regiment from 1938 (possibly 1937).  
Intriguingly there are two TA green & yellow medal ribbons in his collection - but one is a pre-1930 colour 
scheme.  Efficiency medal? 
 
He attended a TA Training Camp at Monmouth in August 1939. 
 

 
 

Training at Monmouth 
 
The following few sparse details are taken from Jack’s papers in the 2nd World War Experience Centre.   
Firstly, from a cutting of the Staffordshire Evening Sentinel (no date visible): 
 
1 July*** (1940) 292 Field Company sailed from Liverpool on SS Britannic, along with RHA and RE 
Medium Regiment units. 
2 Voyage took 6 weeks to Port Tewfiq. 
3 292 Coy were then put to work laying water supply pipelines in the desert. 
 
***Ken Millington states early September to mid-October for the duration of the voyage out (see below) - 
no doubt reaffirmed in his own mind by including his 21st birthday and Pay Day - two very significant 
occasions).  This is much more credible.  Furthermore, SS Brittanic could not have made two such 
voyages out in this period.  Who is correct? 
 
In Jack’s papers there is also a typical snapshot of him in Egypt at the Pyramids with other members of 
the “46th North Staffs”. 
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MV Britannic 
 
 
To fill in more background, here is additional relevant information, recorded in the BBC’s Peoples’ War 
series: 
 
Sapper Ken Millington, 292 Field Coy RE 
 
“I enlisted on 16th February 1940 at Hartshill Barracks, Stoke on Trent, joining 292 Army Field Coy, Royal 
Engineers. My No. was 2002460.  
 
My initial training was at Pangbourne, Berkshire, where we learnt to build Bailey Bridges. Early in 
September 1940 we sailed from Liverpool for Egypt on the Liner BRITTANIC. During the voyage I spent 
my 21st birthday sailing through the Red Sea with 9 pence in my pocket (Pay Day when we landed). This 
was on October 16th.  
 
On 22nd we landed and were stationed at Alexandria. We saw the pyramids, Sphinx and plenty of 
camels. When the fighting started our job was to lay water pipes through the desert as our troops moved 
forward. The sandstorms were unbearable but our troops were successfully overpowering the Italians.  
Suddenly we were sent to Greece in late March 1941 sailing on the ULSTER PRINCE.” 

 
 

MV Ulster Prince 


