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PRE-GREECE 
 

Lt Col Geoffrey Gordon-Creed, DSO, MC, Royal Gloucestershire Hussars & SOE 
 

From The Daily Telegraph, 17 December 2002 
 
“Geoffrey Anthony Gordon-Creed was born at Cape Town on January 29 1920. After attending a prep 
school in Kenya, he went to Downside, where he was in the first XV. In November 1940, he was 
commissioned into the 2nd Battalion Royal Gloucestershire Hussars and, in August 1941, accompanied 
his battalion to North Africa as part of 7th Armoured Division. 
 
On November 19, at Bir El Gubi, south of Tobruk, he was leading his troop into action against the Italian 
Ariete Armoured Division, and had knocked out two enemy tanks at point blank range, when his own tank 
was hit. With his left track gone and enemy tanks milling round him, Gordon-Creed ordered his driver to 
keep moving at all costs. Scarcely had he finished speaking when a 50 mm shell came through the turret, 
smashed into his gunner's shoulder, wounded his wireless operator and wrecked the firing mechanism of 
the two-pounder gun. 
 
When a second shell came through the turret, Gordon-Creed and his driver had to abandon the tank. As 
soon as the firing had died down, they brought out the wounded men, dressed their wounds and gave 
them morphine. After the wounded had been picked up by the medical officer, the two men spent the night 
under artillery fire repairing the damaged track. At first light, they limped eastwards for 10 miles and 
brought the tank back to the Brigade lines. Gordon-Creed was awarded the MC. 
Gordon-Creed was shot out of three tanks during the campaign in the desert. On one occasion, his tank 
detonated on being hit by an 88 mm shell, blowing him 20 ft clear. With the soles of his rubber boots on 
fire, he was quickly taken prisoner, but escaped 48 hours later by faking a prolonged attack of dysentery. 
 
He was transferred to command the Advanced HQ of 1st Armoured Division and, by a quirk of fate, 
missed 10 days of fighting in which his regiment took so many casualties that it never again took its place 
in the line as a whole unit. Somewhat disenchanted with tank warfare, he took part in one of Colonel 
David Stirling's raids on an airfield near Benghazi; then, a chance meeting at Shepheard's hotel in Cairo 
led to his recruitment to the Special Operations Executive. 
 
After parachute training, Gordon-Creed went to a spy school near Haifa, where the course covered a wide 
range of subjects including wireless, codes, lock-picking, searching rooms and luggage, shadowing, 
poisons, disguises, karate and interrogations.” 
 
 


