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PRE-GREECE 
 

Private Henry “Froggy” French, Royal Army Veterinary Corps 
 
 
Froggy French enlisted in the British Army Cavalry of the Line on 14th October 1930, at Eastbourne, East 
Sussex.  The following day he was assigned to the 16/5th Lancers (presumably for basic training) and on 
24th November 1931 sailed for India with the 10th Hussars.  Five years later he returned to England (14th 
November 1936) and on 1st December of that year was transferred to the Reserve list. 
 
From Forces War Records ref 10th Hussars: 
 
“After brief service in Ireland after the 1st World War, the regiment returned to the UK in 1921 and were 
retitled 10th Royal Hussars (Prince of Wales’s Own). Deploying to Egypt in 1929 and India in 1930, the 
regiment returned to the UK in 1936 and began the process of mechanisation.” 
 
From “britishempire/forces/10thhussars 
 

 
 

A typical (but later much celebrated) 10th Hussar bandsman in India in the 1930s 
 

“Norman Wisdom, the famous comedian, was a trumpeter in the 10th Hussars. He joined the regiment 
c1930 at the age of 15. The 10th sailed to India after a posting to Cairo, arriving in Meerut in 1930. The 
regiment was still on horses at that time so Norman had to be proficient at riding as well as drum, trumpet 
and bugle. He played in the band and learned to play the clarinet as well. The 10th moved to Lucknow in 
1932 and Norman was involved with sport. He became the flyweight boxing champion of the British Army 
in India. In 1934 he came 7th in the inter-regimental cross country run. 

Norman Joseph Wisdom was born in London on 4 Feb 1915, one of two brothers to Fred and Maud 
Wisdom of Maida Vale, London. They were very poor and Fred Wisdom was violent to the rest of the 
family. For a period Norman was in a Children’s Home in Deal, Kent, but he ran away at the age of 11. He 
joined the Merchant Navy before joining the army. After service with the 10th Hussars, at the outbreak of 
WW2 he worked in the communications centre in a bunker in London. He met Winston Churchill several 
times. Later he joined the Royal Corps of Signals. While in the army he discovered that he was able to 
reduce an audience to hysterics by acting the clown. He was urged to go professional by Rex Harrison, by 
which time he was 31 years old.” 

 



 2 

When war was inevitable Froggy was mobilised (on 2nd September 1939) and posted to 1st Labour 
Company on the 3rd (Labour Companies were formed partly from Reserve infantry and cavalry units by 
the newly-formed Royal Armoured Corps).  He was swiftly deployed (13th September) to the British 
Expeditionary Force and despatched to France, serving there until 5th December. 
 
Next he was transferred back to the Cavalry of the Line (6th December) with 1st/40th Warwickshire 
Yeomanry and posted to Palestine as of 29th December.  At some point he was moved into 152nd/39th 
Warwicks and apparently remained with them in Palestine until posted to Greece.  
 
 

 
 

Men of the Cheshire Yeomanry saddle up for another day in Palestine 
prior to their advance into Syria.  Presumably the Warwicks were doing something similar. 

 

 
 

The Cheshire Yeomanry patrolling on horseback at Marjuyan in Syria, 16 June 1941 
 

 
Whether by volunteering or by direction he appears to have joined the Royal Veterinary Corps on 16th 
April 1941 for service in Greece.  This may have been because of his earlier expertise tending cavalry or 
yeomanry pack-animals - now destined for the mountain tracks of the Hellenic mainland.  The numerous 
Palestinian and Cypriot Labour Corps units regularly employed mule trains for transportation – no doubt 
veterinary services would be in constant demand.  


