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PRE-GREECE 
 

Corporal Finlay Campbell, 2/11th (Western Australian) Battalion, AIF 
 

 
From Wikipedia: 
 
2/11 Battalion 

Raised at Northam, Western Australia, on 13 October 1939, the 2/11th Battalion formed part of the 6th 
Division of the all-volunteer Second Australian Imperial Force, which was raised for service overseas at 
the start of the Second World War. The majority of its personnel were recruited from Western Australia, 
and the battalion was the only infantry battalion of the 6th Division raised outside of New South Wales or 
Victoria. The colours chosen for the battalion's unit colour patch (UCP) were the same as those of 
the 11th Battalion, a unit which had served during World War I before being raised as a Militia formation in 
1921. These colours were brown over light blue, in a horizontal rectangular shape, although a border of 
grey was added to the UCP to distinguish the battalion from its Militia counterpart.  

With an authorised strength of around 900 personnel, like other Australian infantry battalions of the time, 
the battalion was formed around a nucleus of four rifle companies – designated 'A' through to 'D' – each 
consisting of three platoons.  After completing rudimentary training at Northam in November, the battalion 
moved to Greta, New South Wales, where it was concentrated with the other three battalions of the 18th 
Brigade, which formed part of the 6th Division. The 2/11th remained in New South Wales until March 
when it returned to the west and subsequently departed from Fremantle, bound for the Middle East.  

After arriving in Egypt further training was undertaken there and in Palestine. The battalion was later re-
allocated to the 19th Brigade after the Australian brigades were reorganised into "triangular" three 
battalion formations. In early January 1941, the 2/11th saw action during the Battle of Bardia, fighting 
against Italian forces in Libya. Further actions followed later in the month around Tobruk and Derna, and 
then around Benghazi the following month.  

 

 
 

The Australian 2/11th Infantry Battalion regroups on the escarpment at the south side of Tobruk 
harbour, after penetrating the Italian outer defences and attacking anti-aircraft positions,  

22 January 1941 
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