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PRE-GREECE 
 

Corporal Bob Avery, Royal Corps of Signals 
 

Before getting to Bob’s story we need to fill in the earlier months of the war, as relevant to 3 L of C RCS.  
It comes from fellow-signaller Jack Ansell’s detailed account titled “Khaki & Cowdung”: 
 
October 1940 - to Egypt 
 
HM Troopship “Orontes” sailed from Liverpool on 7th Oct as part of convoy WS3B Fast, destined for Port 
Tewfiq and the Suez Canal via Capetown. 

 

 
 

SS Orontes in Orient Line colours 
 

From “Khaki & Cowdung” 
 

“We were only in Port Tewfik for a few days, during which time we met a member of the crew from S.S. 

Orontes and he made us an offer, which was hard to refuse.  He gave us each a postcard with a picture of 

the ship on the front and offered to post them in England, if we wanted to send a message home.  That was 

an offer which was hard to refuse, despite the illegality of it.  I imagine that he was paid for the service.  We 

took up his offer, but this story had a sequel for Corporal Smith.  Each month we were issued with a "green 

envelope” to send a letter home, which was supposed not to be censored.  But Corporal Smith mentioned 

the postcard in his "green envelope," to his wife, but it was censored. Some time afterwards a report was 

received in our unit.  He was put on a charge and demoted to signalman with loss of pay.” 

 
November 1940 - Palestine 
 
By train to Sarafand in Palestine, not far from Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, both of which he visited, and swam 
(floated) in the Dead Sea.  Now a member of 3 Line of Communications Signals. 
 

“After a while at Sarafand I found out that there was a post office and I sent a telegram home to my parents 

telling them that I had arrived safely, but I was forbidden from telling them where I was.  Yet the telegram 

arrived home with Sarafand shown as the place of origin.  In England precautions were taken to prevent 

that, and telegrams from servicemen always had the place of origin omitted.  There was obviously no 

liaison between the civil post office and the military authorities at Sarafand, but I expect my parents were 

pleased to know where I was.” 

 
February 1941 - Egypt 
 
Sudden move to Amarya, 20 miles west of Alexandria.  Prepare for departure, destination unknown. 
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From “Tell Them We Were Here” by Edwin Horlington 
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HMS York, heavy cruiser 
 

 
 

Palestine, 1940 
Jack Ansell; Charlie (“Bob”) Avery; Ken Potter (killed c 26 April, 1941, Corinth Canal) 

 


