
 1 

PRE-GREECE 
 

Private Douglas Albert (‘Joe’) Beckett, No 1 AAD, RAOC 
 

Much greater detail yet to come in due course from son ‘Buster’ Beckett’s biographical research. 

 
Early Days 
 
Soon after Douglas Beckett joined the Regular Army in 1937 at the age of 19, he was nicknamed ‘Joe’ by 
his rookie comrades after the famous British 1910s and 20s professional boxer Joe Beckett.  
 

       
 

 ‘Joe’ Beckett, Private Soldier         His allocated hero - Joe Beckett, the Champion Boxer 
     quite a young one here - 

 possibly on passing out from training 
 
He enlisted at Hilsea Barracks, Portsmouth, in the Royal Army Ordnance Corps (RAOC) and started his 
basic training on April 16th 1937, ultimately destined to become a proficient ordnance Storeman.  With war 
looming, he was posted to Longmoor Camp at Bordon, Hampshire on 2nd September 1939, to undergo 
specialist training with No 1 Dock Group, Royal Engineers, in preparation for (in this case) projected 
cross-channel logistical operations.  They embarked for France with the British Expeditionary Force on 
19th September 1939. 
 
On May 8th 1940 Joe was granted 10 days leave and presumably spent it back at home in Suffolk.  The 
Germans invaded the Netherlands and Belgium on 10th March and crossed into France on the 14th.  Joe 
returned to France to rejoin the 2nd Echelon of 1 Dock Group on 21st May – just in time to be given the 
order to destroy everything and head for the beach at Dunkirk.  Operation Dynamo evacuated about 
340,000 British and French servicemen across the Channel to England to fight again another day – Joe 
was one of the lucky ones. 
 
According to Joe’s Army records, No.1 Dock Group officially left the B.E.F. on 28th June.  This was quite 
possibly just an administrative ‘move’ as the last sailings of Operation Dynamo actually took place on 4th 
June, although there were additional operations to pick up separated units and individuals from further 
south down the west coast of France throughout June. 
 
After some essential periods of retraining, regrouping and recuperation, Joe was again posted overseas 
as part of the Base Ammunition Depot.  His official record seems to state that he either received orders to 
(or actually did) proceed to his port of embarkation on 1st Oct 1940, destination Middle East.  He is 
recorded as embarking at Liverpool on 20th Oct and disembarking at Port Suez on 18th Nov. 
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Unfortunately the dates quoted do not quite coincide with the documented sailing logs of the troop 
convoys operating at this time.  If he did proceed to his port of embarkation on 1st Oct then it is reasonable 
to believe that he might have embarked on the 2nd and that the stated 20th for embarkation is a simple 
typing error. This would fit in well with a convoy that did in fact depart Liverpool – on the 3rd Oct – bound 
ultimately for Port Suez via the Cape of Good Hope, namely ‘Convoy WS3A Slow’.  A second part of this 
convoy (WS3B Fast) left Liverpool on the 7th Oct and the two parts were united somewhere off Cape 
Town on 3rd Nov, arriving at Port Suez on the 16th.  Disembarkation could then conveniently have been on 
the 18th as stated in Joe’s records. 
 
This was the prelude to a period of service in Egypt with, for and on behalf of the 8th Army, details as yet 
unknown. 

 


