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FOREWORD 
 

Driver John T W Church, RASC, attached 27 Searchlight Regt, RA 
 

As a Territorial Army RASC lorry driver, John Church appears to have been assigned to A Section, 27 
Searchlight Regiment, Royal Artillery.  A brief summary of his Army career after being posted “Missing in 
Greece”, shown below, clearly states that he was now “PoW captured Kalamata”.  

 

 

“Confirmed P.O.W. by I.R.C. (International Red Cross):  20 . 6 . 41” 

“POW – captured Kalamata:  29 . 4 . 41” 

 

As yet there are no details as to his personal experiences during the Greek Campaign.  The only 
information found thus far refers to those Batteries of the 27 Searchlight Regt that were deployed in Crete 
as opposed to mainland Greece.  The general fighting and every-day living conditions occurring 
throughout this period would have been very similar at either location – perhaps a little more mobile in the 
mainland conflict.  

  

From Wikipedia: 

 

27th (London Electrical Engineers) Searchlight Regiment 

The regiment left the UK early in 1941 to move to Egypt, where it came under the command of 2 AA 
Bde based in Cairo. Until late 1942 (when it was joined by a Royal Marines unit) it was the only 
searchlight regiment in Middle East Forces, and frequently had detachments serving over a wide area* 

Crete 

In May 1941, 304 Battery was detached with other Royal Artillery units from Egypt to Crete, where it 
operated 20 searchlight projectors in the defence of the Suda Bay area alongside mainly Royal Marine AA 
gunners (whose own searchlight unit was acting as infantry). German air raids began on 14 May, reaching 
a peak of intensity on the morning of 20 May, followed by landings by German paratroops and gliders as 
the Battle of Crete began.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt#British_protectorate_.281882.E2.80.931952.29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2nd_Anti-Aircraft_Brigade_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2nd_Anti-Aircraft_Brigade_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cairo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Marines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_East_Command
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crete
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suda_Bay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Crete
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On 22 May, at St Matthews Hill near Canea, Battery Serjeant-Major William Egglesfield of 304th S/L Bty 
called for a volunteer and went out with Gunner L.E.P. Cory to rescue a wounded trooper of 
the Northumberland Hussars lying wounded in a ravine some 800 yards away. They brought the man 
back over open ground under fire from snipers. BSM Egglesfield was recommended for a Distinguished 
Conduct Medal but was awarded a Military Medal, as was Gnr Cory.  

By 26 May, after continuous German attack from the air and by airborne troops, the defences 
round Canea finally collapsed and Suda had to be abandoned. The force had to retreat across the island 
to Sfakia, where the Royal Navy evacuated as many as possible to Egypt. Thousands of British and 
Commonwealth troops were taken prisoner 

 
Taken Prisoner 
 
John’s Service and Casualty Form (see above) clearly states that he was taken prisoner in Kalamata, 
(Greece) on 29th April 1941.  So he wasn’t serving with the 27 Searchlight Regt on the island of Crete, 
which was not overrun till the end of May.  However, it is known that the Searchlight Regt was split into 
smaller Batteries and Troops, and being the only Searchlight Regt in the Middle East theatre at the time, it 
is highly probable that some sub-units were deployed in mainland Greece as well as on Crete  (*i.e. 
detachments serving over a wide area?).  Investigations continue. 
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