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FOREWORD 
 

Lance Bombardier James Ibbotson, Northumberland Hussars 
 

Very little specific information on Jim Ibbotson as yet. 
 
However, here follows a brief explanation from the Desert Rats website of why the 102nd Light Anti-tank 
Regiment was also called The Northumberland Hussars and was designated as part of both the RA 
(Royal Artillery) and RHA (Royal Horse Artillery) at different times (and sometimes the same time by 
different authorities).  If you think that statement was confusing – wait till you read the following! 
 

“102nd Regiment Royal Horse Artillery (Northumberland Hussars) served with 2nd Support 

Group, as part of 2nd Armoured Division in North Africa, before joining the 1st Armoured 

Brigade in Greece, in February 1941. After evacuation to Crete, following the fall of Greece, it 

took part in the defence of the island as infantry before again being evacuated to Egypt in June 

1941. After being strengthened by men from the suspended 106th RHA, the Regiment then served, 

with 7th Armoured Division during 'Operation Crusader' in November 1941 and at Gazala in 

1942 as an Anti-Tank unit. It then reverted to RA status and served with 50th (Northumbrian) 

Division at El Alamein, in Italy and in Normandy in 1944. When the 50th (Northumbrian) 

Division returned to the UK it joined 15th (Lowland) Division, with which it remained until the 

end of the war in Northern Europe. 

Short History; 

The unit was formed in 1797 as the 'Newcastle Troop' and then disbanded in 

1802. In 1819, it was reformed as Northumberland and Newcastle Yeomanry 

Cavalry, changing its name in 1901 to Northumberland Imperial Yeomanry 

(Hussars) and again in 1908 to the Northumberland Hussars (Yeomanry). 

In 1939 it was a Territorial Army unit based in Newcastle Upon Tyne and was 

mobilised and Cavalry at the start of the war. The official change to an artillery unit was made 

on 20th February 1940 when it become the 102nd Light Anti-Aircraft and Anti-Tank Regiment, 

RA (The Northumberland Hussars). Unlike most other Anti-Tank Regiments (like the 65th Anti-

Tank Regiment (Norfolk Yeomanry) the Northumberland Hussars Batteries were A, B, C & D 

and not numbered. A few other Anti-Tank Regiments, did use the same system, but it is important 

not to confuse these batteries with the Royal Horse Artillery Batteries which always used a letter 

designation system. The War Office had agreed it could continue to wear the Northumberland 

Hussars badge its and for the name to be included in the Regimental title.  In 1941 it was re-

titled 102nd Anti-Tank Regiment, RHA (The Northumberland Hussars), but later lost its RHA 

status to become a RA regiment again. 

NB. The RHA status of the Regiment is an interesting one, as officially, 102nd RHA never existed as far 

as the War Office and Royal Artillery records are concerned! However, in many books about the 7th 
Armoured Division and the Royal Artillery in North Africa in 1941, 102nd Anti-Tank Regiment. RHA is 

mentioned. It is believed that in common with other Yeomanry artillery units serving with an armoured 
division it was awarded RHA status, albeit only locally in North Africa. However, this was never confirmed 

by HQRA in London and the RHA status was rescinded with the Regiment reverting to RA status, thus 

explaining why 102nd RHA does not appear in any official list as they were never officially granted RHA 
status. The fact that many men from the suspended 106th RHA (Lancashire Hussars) were assigned to 

the Regiment, may have also caused it to have been awarded the RHA status, as it was normal practice 
for men not to transfer to a lower precedence unit as the RA were considered in comparison to the RHA.  

http://www.desertrats.org.uk/orgartillery.htm#NorfolkY
http://www.desertrats.org.uk/orgartillery.htm#NorfolkY
http://www.desertrats.org.uk/orgartillery.htm#RHABTY
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The Regiment is specifically referred to as RHA in "The History of the Royal Regiment of Artillery - The 
Years of Defeat 1939-41" by Gen Sir Martin Farndale. As this is a book written by a senior gunner officer, 

it is not likely to be an error. The author would be very much aware of the elite status of RHA units and 
would not assign that status to a unit that did not warrant it. In this book it refers to 102nd Anti-Tank 

Regiment in the index. It covers their time with 7th Armoured Division and in the final reference it refers 

to them as 102nd RHA. The passage refers to the 27th December 1941, mention that "102nd Anti-Tank 
Regt RHA, had 36 x 2-pdrs". 102nd Anti-Tank RHA is also referred to by Major-General C. L. Vernery, in 

his book on The Deserts Rats, plus other books by Patrick Delaforce and Robin Neillands referred to on 
the Books and Other Websitespage. Finally, the British National Archives records show information being 

available to 102 L.A.A. A.tk. Regt and 102 A/Tk. Regt for all years apart from 1941, but does show 
records for '102 Regt. R.H.A. 1941 Jan.-Oct, Document Ref: WO 169/1433' and '102 R.H.A. 

Regt. Sig. Sec 1941 Aug.- Dec, Document Ref: WO 169/2008'. This is the time the regiment 

served with 1st Armoured Brigade and 7th Armoured Division and would have merited RHA status as did 
the other Yeomanry Regiments.  

 
 

 

http://www.desertrats.org.uk/divcommanders.htm#VERNEY
http://www.desertrats.org.uk/websites.htm

